 MINUTES OF RIGBY CITY COUNCIL MEETING

Rigby City Hall Council Chambers
March 20, 2007
7:00 PM

Present were the following:

Mayor: Art Goody
Councilmen:  Lawrence Blackburn, Ryan Brown, Darwin Dinsdale, Keith Smith, George Marriott, Connie Keller 
Chief of Police: Larry Anderson - Excused
City Clerk: Jeanne Kerbs - Excused
City Attorney: Shan Perry 
Pledge of Allegiance:  Keith Smith
Prayer:  DeAnna Dinsdale
A moment of silence was asked for the fallen serviceman who was serving his country in Iraq.  The fallen serviceman was Sergeant Emerson Brand. 
MATTER OF NEW PLANNING & ZONING BOARD MEMBER:  
Councilman Dinsdale made the motion to accept Wade Hershri as member of the Planning and Zoning Board.   Councilwoman Keller 2nd the motion and all approved
MATTER OF THE STREET NAME FOR THE NEW COURTHOUSE: 
Michelle Harrington representing the County Commissioners asked the Council if would change to the name of the street in front the new county courthouse to Courthouse Way.  This name change would not affect the businesses that are currently on Rigby Lake Drive.
Councilman Brown made the motion to change Call Heir Drive to Courthouse Way.  Councilwoman Keller 2nd the motion.  All approved.
MATTER OF UTILITIES DEPOSIT:
Judy Water addressed the Council concerning the sewer and water deposit.  Mrs. Water stated that she understood that a deposit needed to be paid; however, she could not see why the money was not returned after a period of time.  
MATTER OF CONTRACT WITH EAGLE ROCK SANITATION:
A representative from Eagle Rock Sanitation stated that Eagle Rock Sanitation would like to duplicate the current city routes.  The fee was based on cubic yard and that could case the business rate to go up.  A route schedule will need to be provided to Eagle Rock Sanitation.  After Eagle Rock has a change to review the schedule and the cost to business, they will present this information to the council on April 3, 2007.
MATTER OF PARKS AND KEYS TO THE PARKS:
Councilman Marriott addressed the Council concerning locking the park next to the rodeo grounds.  Councilman Marriott would like to have the park locked at 11:00 p.m. and then opened at 6:00 a.m., and a sign posted were people can see the sign.   
MATTERS OF UTILITIES WRITE OFF:
Judy Bridges addresses the Council concerning uncollectible utility bills.  Mrs. Bridges would like to have the Council’s permission to write off these billing so that they can be removed from the system.
Councilman Dinsdale made the motion to write of the uncollectible utility bills.  Councilman Smith 2nd the motion, all approved.  

MATTER OF THE NEW SEWER SYSTEM AND SUB WATER:

Jim Mullen addressed the council concerning the new sewer system
PUBLIC COMMENT:

DeAnna Dinsdale:  My comments are directed to Councilman Blackburn.  When this confrontation took place with my husband and I, we were in front of his house, we were not on the road of the new 5th west.  We were on our bicycles and Scott Stocker was out beyond a ribbon that said no trespassing and he came back towards us.  We said nothing to him he immediately started a confrontation with us.  One of the first things he said was “this City would be better off is you were six feet under Mr. Dinsdale.”  And he kept going on and on and I said Scott go home.  We were on our bicycles and he was on a four wheeler.  And Darwin finally said DeAnna call the police, you were not home, and so I said Scott go on home.  And we stared to turn our bikes around and he was right in Darwin’s face.  And then he road his four wheeler up toward Darwin on his bicycle threatening him, and it was at my insistence that we went to Larry Anderson and filed a report.  Because I thought that was way out of bounds.  
Councilman Blackburn thanked her for this information.

Mayor Goody asked Larry Anderson what happened in regards to this incident.  Mr. Anderson stated that Mr. Dinsdale file a report so that it would be on record and that he went and had a talk with Mr. Stoker.
Ken Smith:  There a lot of comment about a P&Z meeting and there are about four people in this audience who were there that night who remember.  There is a lot of misinformation on what happened, so I am going to try and clear it up.  There were some people in the back who were very noisy and very disruptive.  And so there was a request for a police officer to come and so initially they moved out to the hallway and ceremony continue on and so they booted them out of the building.  For you information Mr. Hepworth stood were I am standing now all through it, basically after they chilled out a little bit they were allowed back in .  What was not clear was the man that was standing wear I am now, it was the people in the back that was sent out to cool off.
Paul Hepworth:  There was some discussion of open meeting I think important for the record that there was an attempt to dismiss all members of the audience except myself to conduct business and to continue the meeting.  It is inaccurate to say that people were dismissed and everything was off record. We were at recess when the police were called, however; there was a request that everyone be removed except myself to continue on with that meeting.  I had to personally challenge Mr. Osai regarding open meeting law myself and I am sure that he can attest to that before he invited those other people in.  There was no request of the planning and zoning commission to invite those people back in.  The request came from me and would have challenged that meeting if he would have continued that meeting.
I want to comment as well, while I have a voice.  Scott Stoker is not on trail here that is my business partner and I hold him in high regard.  He has a short fuse and I will attest to that.  However, I think it is import to note that there is a lot of good member of the community that have been very frustrated and very upset in a lot of different meeting.  It is unfair for it to be blanketed that the community is out of control and that there is hatred.  I may be able to hold my temper better than others and others may be better to hold it better than me.  However, when people are denied their right to speak that is when tempers flair.  Now that planning and zoning meeting in my opinion could have been handled if that would have been administered correctly so none of that would have happen.  People were quietly raising their hand that had comments that were only raised after information was provided by the planning and zoning commission that was not brought in during the public hearing.  During the public hearing there were nine people who were is support of the plan, there were none that opposed it.  After the public hearing closed there was information brought forward and people in attendance were quietly raising their hand so they could comment on the information.  But time and time again they were denied a chance to speak. Now I know that there are rules that need to be followed, but there was not even an effort by the planning and zoning commission to allow those people to speak.  When you are going to have a public hearing I would think that the City Council would like to hear what the people think.  
The record needs to reflect that Councilwoman Keller left the room.

When people get upset is because their voice is not being heard.

Gae Lynne Hinckley:  Appreciated the auditors report.  I have been given the honor of being the chairperson of the Recreation board.  I appreciate the recommendations that the auditor has given us.  We are working on bring about changes.  We are trying to utilize the west wing for actives.  

The record needs to reflect that Councilwoman Keller returned.

Tom Thompson:  Appreciate what the Council does and appreciates the Council passing the South Rigby addition.  Mr. Thompson stated that he appreciates the opportunity to have open discussion not just with the public, but among the Council members on items.  A lot of discussion has been done here tonight.
John Osai:  Wanted to set the record set straight as to what happened at the planning and zoning meeting.  At the time there were some rowdy people in the back during the time that the planning and zoning commission were deliberating.  Those were the issues that I addressed at that time.  There were comments in the back yelling and public comments that were repeatedly warned to please keep it down.  And that they would need to be removed if the could not.  As far as Mr. Hepworth’s comment the he was allowed in the room to do business is not correct. The officer was instructed to remove everyone from the room.  Mr. Hepworth was asked if he would please try and calm down his supporter so that they could come back in.  The meeting was off the recorded so that clarification of documents could be found and read.  No business was conducted, the meeting was at recess.

Councilman Marriott made the motion to adjourn to executive session per Idaho Code 67-2345 for litigation and personnel reasons.  Councilman Dinsdale 2nd the motion, all approved. Council went into executive session at 9:38 p.m.
Executive session was cancelled due a medical emergency with EMS being called in.  Council Meeting was adjourned at 10:00 p.m.








Honorable Art Goody, Mayor

Jeanne Kerbs, City Clerk
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