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City of Rigby

City Council Meeting

July 17, 2007

7:00 p.m.

Mayor Brown welcomed everyone to the meeting and turned the time over to Public Works Supervisor, Rick Lamoreaux, who invited everyone to join him in the pledge of allegiance. Mayor Brown then turned the time over to Councilman Marriott who gave the prayer.

Mayor Brown stated the first item was not on the agenda but he would like to make a plaque presentation. Mayor Brown explained it was for a tour of duty for Buck LoPorto and asked him to come forward and accept his plaque and thanked him for his service to our country. 
City Clerk Jeanne Kerbs performed roll call. Those present were: Mayor Ryan Brown, Councilman Smith, Councilwoman Chapple, Councilman Day, Councilman Maloney, Councilman Marriott and Councilman Blackburn (via telephone). 

Water Mitigation Committee-
Mayor Brown explained to the audience that recently he had suggested to the council to appoint a committee to look into the water resources for the City of Rigby. Mayor Brown gave a brief explanation regarding the current demand on the water, available water rights and how this affects the growth of the city.  Mayor Brown stated there were a couple of names for this committee, those being Richard Jacobson, President of the Rigby Canal and Lloyd Hicks, of the Burgess Canal. Councilman Blackburn stated there was an indication of the fall of water rights and asked if any of the people being presented had any insight to the future water situation. Lloyd Hicks stated he felt the water table had not been listed for concern at this time. Mayor Brown stated that he understood if there was a water call then the citizens of Rigby would only be able to use water for culinary purposes only and asked if that was correct. Mr. Hicks stated water calls were broad based on diminishing returns and gave a brief explanation on how the water affects area trout farms and what the effect of a call could be for different cities. Mr. Hicks also stated that the city could very well have one well in the call and the others not it just depended on the Coalition’s decision. There was a brief discussion regarding surface water restrictions and boundaries on the wells and the conversion formula required when converting from surface to quantitative uses. Mayor Brown asked if there were any questions. Councilwoman Chapple asked Mayor Brown if he had asked the people he was presenting if they would serve and Mayor Brown stated that he had. Councilman Marriott asked if the new developments coming into the city surrendered their water rights upon annexation and was told that it depended on the situation. Mr. Hicks gave a brief explanation of when the surface water rights would not be transferred to the city. Mayor Brown explained that he had recently sent out a proclamation giving the citizens of Rigby watering days because of the concern over the water. Councilman Day suggested this committee also work with the county to make sure the water rights stayed with the subdivisions so that in the event of annexation there were water rights included. Mayor Brown stated that he would like to have a vote of approval to accept these gentlemen to the mitigation committee. Councilman Marriott moved to have Mr. Jacobson and Mr. Hicks as part of the Water Mitigation Committee. Councilwoman Chapple seconded. All were in favor. 
Change of Sanitation Use-

Mayor Brown stated the next item on the agenda was the request by the Bank of Commerce to change their sanitation use. There was no one available to present so the item was tabled. 
Mayor Brown announced that item #6 regarding the Sump Pump Ordinance was also being tabled until a later meeting. 

Use of Bonneville Collections-

Mayor Brown stated the next item was a request to use Bonneville Collections and turned the time over to Jeanne Kerbs, City Clerk, for the presentation. 

Ms. Kerbs explained that over the past few months the number of NSF (non-sufficient funds) checks being returned to the city has doubled. Ms. Kerbs stated Bonneville Collections had approached the city to use their services to collect on these checks. Ms. Kerbs stated the process now was to send letters and attempt to collect on these accounts but with the work load from the new subdivisions and things like that the time needed to collect these checks just isn’t available. Ms. Kerbs stated that she would like to have council approval to use Bonneville Collections services. Councilman Maloney asked if there was a fee involved with this service and Ms. Kerbs stated there was no fee for this service but there would be if we used them for uncollectible debt. Councilwoman Chapple asked if this would be an agreement the city would sign with them and Ms. Kerbs stated she would need to sign an agreement with the bank allowing the checks to go to Bonneville Collections. Councilman Blackburn asked what the number of checks returned are and what the timeframe for collection would be and Ms. Kerbs stated it had gone from 3 checks in September 2006 to 10 in June 2007 and with all the paperwork, phone calls and follow-up takes quite a bit of time from Judy Bridges, Utility Billing, that could be better spent on billing issues and payments. Mayor Brown asked Larry Anderson, Chief of Police, what the procedures are with the prosecutor to collect on these checks and Chief Anderson gave a brief explanation on the paper trail, procedures and time requirements for each check. Councilman Smith asked if once this agreement was in place would the city still have the power to cancel collection services and Ms. Kerbs stated the city would receive notice from Bonneville Collections of the checks and would be able to stop collection on any one at any time. Mayor Brown asked if there were other agencies that do this service and wondered what their cost would be and Councilman Smith stated that he had used Bonneville for his business for the past few years and felt they did a good job for the money and stated they were convenient because of the website. Mayor Brown asked if there was a local business that could do this and Ms. Kerbs stated there was not but pointed out that Bonneville Collections was located in Idaho Falls. Councilman Marriott asked if there was a timeframe on the agreement and Ms. Kerbs stated there was not and this could be canceled at any time. Councilwoman Chapple moved to approve using Bonneville Collections on the returned checks. Councilman Maloney seconded. All were in favor. 
VFD with Control Drive-

Mayor Brown stated the next item was for the VFD with Control Drive and turned the time over to Jim Anderson, Water/Sewer Supervisor, for his presentation. 

Mr. Anderson stated the problem right now the water usage is up and so the demand is exceeding what the pumps are capable of providing and it’s causing alarms to go off every day. Mr. Anderson stated the pumps are set for 70 pounds of pressure but there have been times when the water is down to 45 pounds and the VFDs are designed to alleviate this problem. Mayor Brown asked Mr. Anderson to explain what a VFD is and Mr. Anderson  stated it was a Vertical Frequency Driver and it responds to the demand on the system and bring the supply up or down accordingly. There was a brief discussion regarding the wells and the benefits of the drives. Councilwoman Chapple asked what the cost of this VFD would be and Mr. Anderson stated the city was looking at about $20,000. There was a brief discussion regarding the Monte Wight fire and what happened to the water system during that time. Mr. Anderson stated the constant drops and increases on the water pumps could end up blowing the pump or make manual adjustments. Councilman Marriott asked if the alarms at 3 in the morning were due to an increased use at that time and Mr. Anderson stated there were alarms going on anywhere from 1 to 3 because that seems to be the time when most people have set their sprinkler systems so the demand is higher. Mr. Anderson stated he was there to ask the council to approve the purchase of a VFD to be placed on well #1 to help with meeting this demand. Mayor Brown asked if there was money in the budget for this item and Ms. Kerbs stated there was not at the present time. There was a brief discussion regarding whether there would be the need to reopen the budget or just transfer funds from another line item within the department in an emergency type status. Councilman Blackburn asked if the 70 psi listed in the letter was a standard and would the installation of the VFD still cause an alarm to sound and Jim Mullen of Keller and Associates, City Engineer, stated the VFD would cause less alarms to sound because it would start up automatically. Councilman Maloney stated he felt that given the circumstances the city really didn’t have a choice and made the motion to approve the purchase and installation of the VFD. Councilman Day seconded. All were in favor. 
Approval of Bills and Minutes-

Mayor Brown stated the next item was for the approval of the bills and the minutes and said they would start with the bills and asked if there was any discussion or motions. Councilman Marriott stated that on page 1 under general fund there is an Alan R. Harrison, P&Z Attorney and also the John P. Osai, P&Z Attorney and asked for clarification on this item. Mayor Brown stated this was from a P&Z meeting that John Osai had a conflict because of his presentation and Shan Perry, City Attorney, couldn’t attend because he was out of town and there needed to be legal representation. Councilman Marriott asked if this attorney was part of Mr. Perry’s firm and was told that he’s a private practitioner. Councilman Smith asked about the purchase of the new truck and was told about Rick Lamoreaux’s accident, the truck being totaled and a new one being purchased. Councilman Marriott talked about page two under the P&Z expenditures for Keller & Associates and asked if this was going to be recouped and Ms. Kerbs stated it was her understanding that this was a recoupable expense. Councilman Marriott talked about the expenditure under sanitation on the garbage truck and asked which truck this was and Mr. Lamoreaux stated it was the ’96 and it was for the transmission. Councilman Blackburn moved to approve the bills as presented. Councilwoman Chapple seconded. All were in favor.
Mayor Brown moved on to the minutes and asked if there was any comment, correction or motion. There was a brief discussion regarding the expansion of Hwy 48 covered in the last meeting and reflected in the minutes. Mayor Brown stated there should be a mention of the safety issues like the barrier fence, the EMTs and fire safety that Mr. Pumphrey mentioned in the last meeting. Councilman Smith stated the young lady’s name that had offered the prayer was spelled wrong and asked that for that to be corrected. Councilman Smith moved to approve the minutes with the mentioned changes. Councilwoman Chapple seconded. Councilman Blackburn abstained, all others were in favor. 

Mayor Brown stated he would like to take a moment and bring Mel Dewsnup forward and talk about being on the water mitigation committee. Mr. Dewsnup stated he had been in agricultural for about 40 years and gave some of his experience with Rick’s College and background in water conversation, growth and development. Councilwoman Chapple expressed her appreciation for Mr. Dewsnup’s concern over the city and his willingness to help. Mayor Brown stated he would like to have a motion to appoint Mr. Dewsnup to the water mitigation committee due to his experience and knowledge. Councilman Blackburn moved to accept the appointment of Mr. Dewsnup to the water mitigation committee. Councilman Maloney seconded. All were in favor. 
Public Comment-

Mayor Brown stated he would open the meeting for public comment. 

Mrs. Brown stated she would like to make a comment about the car show and drag races. She stated the car show was wonderful and there were a lot of cars to see and felt the concern over the safety at the drag race was handled very well. She also stated that she knew there was now restricted watering days but had been unable to read the notice and asked if it was being done again. Ms. Kerbs stated the article would run in another printing of the Jefferson Star and also in the Jefferson Plus. Mayor Brown read the proclamation into record as follows:
Effective immediately and ending October 1, 2007, A home whose house number ends in an odd number is to water their yards on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday.  A home whose house number ends in an even number is to water their yards on Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday.

Rebecca Squires, stated that on the minutes, even thought they’ve already been approved but wanted to clarify a change on a name listed in the minutes. Ms. Kerbs took down the correct spelling and stated she would make that change. 

Cory Walker, stated that he and his wife were present because of a petition going around regarding some new apartment complexes being built and asked for some clarification on what would happen next. Ms. Kerbs explained that plat had been approved by planning and zoning and some other paperwork was being completed and then would be presented to city council on the second week in August. 

Greg Kinney, 222 S 1st West, stated he was wondering about the water pressure in various areas of the city. Mr. Kinney stated he had very low water pressure and asked if that was a problem or just due to the water usage and was told it was the usage and the city is working on fixing that problem. 

Mayor Brown closed the regular meeting at 8:20 p.m. and moved into the budget work session. 
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