

City Council Meeting October 16, 2007


City of Rigby

City Council Meeting

October 16, 2007

7:00 p.m.

Mayor Brown welcomed everyone to the meeting and turned the time over to Connie Moore who invited everyone to join her in the pledge of allegiance. Mayor Brown then turned the time over to Lucille Johnson who gave the prayer.

Jeanne Kerbs, City Clerk/Treasurer, performed roll call. Those present were: Mayor Ryan Brown, Councilman Marriott, Councilwoman Chapple, Councilman Blackburn, Councilman Smith, Councilman Maloney, and Councilman Day.

New School Locations and Service Connections-

Mayor Brown stated the next item on the agenda was for the new school locations and service connections and turned the time over to Superintendent Tolman for his presentation. 
Mr. Tolman stated he was there regarding a new location for the proposed school buildings. Mr. Tolman explained there had been a promise made to the voters to keep the new buildings on the east side of Highway 20. Mr. Tolman stated there had been an offer of procurement on a piece of property that did not possess the likelihood of having city water and sewer services. Mr. Tolman gave a brief explanation of the different parcels and their locations and the proposed cost for extending services to each piece. Mr. Tolman stated the reason he was there was to see if the City Council would allow the school to connect into services and provide them to any or all of these proposed locations and would they allow for additional users in the area. Mr. Tolman stated part of this request comes from the developer who would like to connect future subdivisions to city services if made available to the property designated for the school. Mr. Tolman asked for a recommendation on a particular site that could bring in annexation or any other benefit for the city. Mr. Tolman asked about the possibility of recouping their expenses by collecting the future connection fees in area developments or a cost share with the city on the extension of the lines. Mr. Tolman stated he knew a decision couldn’t be made this evening but wanted to at least start conversations that would lead to one when the time was right. There was a brief discussion regarding the different pieces of property, water and sewer extensions, costs and preferences on property. There was a brief discussion regarding where the existing city services are located and their sizes.
Planning and Zoning Ordinance Update-

Mayor Brown stated the next item on the agenda was for a planning and zoning ordinance update and turned the time over to Councilman Day for his presentation.

Councilman Day stated he was concerned over the zoning ordinance being outdated and would like the council to consider hiring an outside consultant to bring the city up to date. Councilwoman Chapple asked if hiring a consultant was in the budget. Mayor Brown stated he believed it had been but suggested they look into it further. Councilman Blackburn expressed his support in having the zoning ordinances revised. There was a brief discussion regarding the process necessary for the revision and where the money would come from.   Mayor Brown stated that when reviewing the budget for Fiscal Year 2008/2009 in January, the council would be looking to budget money for any line expansions.
Utility Services

Mayor Brown stated the next item on the agenda was concerning utility services and turned the time over to Benjamin Davis for his presentation. 

Benjamin Davis, 419 N. 4th West, stated he was there representing Kozy Kabin Construction located at 135 E. Main. Mr. Davis stated that many of the businesses along Main Street have apartments located above them and explained Kozy Kabin is no exception. Mr. Davis explained there had been tenants in the apartment when they purchased the building but they have since left. Mr. Davis stated there was only one service line into the city utilities for both the building and the apartment but they were being charged for two complete services. Mr. Davis explained they were not renting the apartment now nor were they planning to in the future and so they would like the bill for the apartment absolved. 
There was a brief discussion regarding the bonds and the requirement to bill for that as a minimum even with water off. Mike McCowin, City Building Official, interjected stating there was a way to work on the occupancy to abolish the apartment and therefore alleviate the billing altogether. Robin Dunn, City Attorney, explained there would be no grandfathered right protecting the current use if they went this route. Mr. Davis stated that as a business this was a better alternative because they had no intention of ever renting the apartment. Jeanne Kerbs, City Clerk/Treasurer, asked if this meant there would be no apartment because of the change in occupancy and Mr. McCowin stated that was correct. Councilwoman Chapple asked what would happen to the bonds if this happened and Ms. Kerbs stated that because the apartment would be gone then the bond would become obsolete. Councilman Blackburn moved to abolish the upstairs address and make a single address for the building down below. Councilman Marriott seconded. All were in favor. 
Cobble Stone Development-
Mayor Brown stated the next item on the agenda was Cobble Stone Development. 

Mayor Brown explained to the council they had received some paperwork in their packets regarding this issue and asked if they had had a chance to read over the information. Mayor Brown stated he had received some correspondence from Mr. Bob Gallup regarding this and read his letter into record as follows:

Mayor Brown,

The County Commissioners have turned us down on our project (Cobblestone Creek), for the moment. They say we had too many loose ends not tied up. 

One of these is the sewer line that School District #251 owns, from the Midway Middle School to the City of Rigby. The Commissioners would like a letter of intent from the School District and the City of Rigby saying that they agree with our proposal and would like to make this proposal happen.

We already have that letter from the School District. They really would like to see the sale happen.

As we see it, a letter from the City of Rigby, would contain the following elements:

1. Cobblestone Creek Development would purchase the sewer line from the School District at an agreed upon price.

2. Cobblestone Creek Development would never take possession of the sewer line but would immediately sign ownership of the line over to the City of Rigby, at no cost to the city.
3. The City of Rigby would take possession of the line at the signing of the purchase agreement and become responsible for maintenance and services and receive all income generated from the ownership of that line.
4. Because of Cobblestone Creek Development’s role in putting this together, we request that Cobblestone Creek residents be able to pay city rates for their sewer service.
5. Cobblestone Creek Development would be allowed to hook into that line and have it’s residents become customers of the City of Rigby.
6. Cobblestone Creek Development would be allowed a reimbursement agreement. In that agreement either the city or the county would charge each home owner in each subdivision connecting to the sewer line $2,000, to help defray the cost of the sewer line purchase. The money charged to each home owner would then be given to CC Development until their initial cost of the sewer line was reimbursed. Once CC Development is completely reimbursed for the sewer line the City of Rigby would be able to keep any hook up fees. 
7. Cobblestone Creek and the City of Rigby would seek an inter-local agreement with Jefferson County, requiring all new developments within ¼ mile of the sewer line, to hook into the line.
These are the suggestions that we have. Nothing is set in stone. We are willing to discuss any changes that the city may suggest.

We will be presenting to County Planning and Zoning in December and also to the County Commission the same month. It would be very helpful if we could get a member of the City Council to come and speak in favor of the Cobblestone Creek proposal.

I look forward to hearing from you. Please call with any questions or concerns.

Bob Gallup

Mayor Brown reminded the council that Mr. Gallup had been in front of City Council before regarding this and referred to a letter from Paula Packer, Planning and Zoning Secretary, concerning her correspondence with Mr. Gallup. Councilman Blackburn referred several questions to Mr. Dunn regarding this development and there was a brief discussion regarding codes, ordinances and requirements. There was a brief discussion regarding the impact this development would have on city services and area schools. There was a brief discussion regarding annexation and infrastructure. There was a brief discussion regarding the request for lower rates and how that contradicts with city code. Mayor Brown stated he had also received a letter from Jim Andersen, Water/Sewer Supervisor, regarding this issue and read that letter into the record as follows:

Mayor and City Council,

Subject: Cobblestone Sub-division:

RE: Sewer line from New School to City of Rigby limits

Lift Stations Sewer lines to City of Rigby,

Water and Sewer Department recommendations:

1. All blue prints and as-builts for all lift stations, sewer lines and wells. Also blue prints and specs on all electrical and pump curves and all other information concerning all water lines, whether it be potable or non-potable water connections, surrounding the proposed impact area for the Cobblestone subdivision. In addition, all power line voltage, amperage specifications supplying power to wells and lift stations. 

These to be submitted for review by the City of Rigby, City Council, Water and Sewer Supervisor, Planning and Zoning and City of Rigby Engineers.

This is to ensure that all of the above mentioned meet or exceed City of Rigby Specifications, to reduce the liability to the City of Rigby.

The sewer lines are pressurized and are not a constant 12 inch line. They decrease in size from 12 inch to 6 inch. The developer would be responsible for all upgrades to the sewer and lift stations.

2. Once all the information has been reviewed any short comings in the system will be upgraded and brought up to City of Rigby Code by the developer. 

Thank you,
James Anderson

 There was a brief discussion on the responsibility of all city employees if this was to be approved. There was a brief discussion regarding city growth and the possibility of a city/county joint agreement on water/sewer concerns. There was a brief discussion regarding the duties of the city at this time and Mr. Dunn stated Mr. Gallup had not complied with the original requirements the council had set for him the first time and so a letter should be sent that indicates that. Mayor Brown asked if Mr. Dunn would please draft that letter and he indicated he would. 
County and City Traffic Update-

Mayor Brown stated the next item on the agenda was for the county and city traffic update and asked for a representative. No one was present. 
Document Imaging-

Mayor Brown stated the next item on the agenda was for document imaging and turned the time over to Jeanne Kerbs, City Clerk/Treasurer.

Ms. Kerbs stated there had been several presentations for document imaging and after going through that information and looking what the city already has she was there to recommend the city accept the Laserfiche Imaging Software. Ms. Kerbs explained the city has some documents already stored in this program and there’s no need to start over. Mayor Brown asked about the documents currently scanned and questioned the process for retrieval and Ms. Kerbs explained that Ms. Packer was familiar with Laserfiche and could work with finding the status of the documents as well as start scanning new ones. Councilwoman Chapple moved to accept using Laserfiche. Councilman Maloney seconded. All were in favor. 
Approval of Bills and Minutes-

Mayor Brown stated the next item on the agenda was for the approval of the bills and minutes.

Mayor Brown stated they would start with the bills and asked if there were any questions or comments. Councilman Marriott stated he had a question on page 2 for the airport fence for $51,000 and Ms. Kerbs explained there had been an approval of a grant but the grant was payable to the city and then in turn the city would pay the vendor. Councilman Marriott asked if the city had received the grant money and Ms. Kerbs confirmed it had been received. Councilman Blackburn moved to approve the bills as presented. Councilman Maloney seconded. All were in favor. 
Mayor Brown stated they would go on to the minutes and asked if there were any questions, comments or changes. Mayor Brown stated he had one concern over the appointment of the new city attorney where it stated there had been a request for bids and two had been received back and felt the minutes needed to reflect that. Councilman Smith stated he had a problem with the time listed for adjourning as it said 10:30 and the actual time was 11:15 p.m. Councilman Maloney moved to approve the minutes as amended. Councilwoman Chapple seconded. All were in favor. 
Mayor Brown stated the next item on the agenda was for executive session for personnel, Idaho Code 67-2345 but wanted to open the meeting for public comment first. 

Paul Hepworth, 571 Aspen Drive, stated he wanted to commend the Mayor and Council on their discussions regarding the water and sewer infrastructure expansions and the proposed school. Mr. Hepworth stated that as a developer he felt the city was headed in the right direction and was opposed to any private ownership of public utilities. Mr. Hepworth stated there had been some discussion regarding curb and gutter on 5th West and stated the development was ready to begin and they had received a bid for some work to be done along Jack Christensen’s property for the city while working in the area. There was a brief discussion regarding this work, the cost of concrete and the reason for the bid request. There was a brief discussion on the possibility of approval and the procedures and people that needed to be involved in the project. Councilman Day moved to approve the acceptance of the bid and for work to begin contingent upon the validation of the measurements and conversations with Mr. Jack Christensen and approval of the City Engineer. Councilman Smith seconded. All were in favor. Councilman Blackburn stated he was going to abstain from voting due to his property being affected by this decision. All others were in favor. 
Benjamin Davis, 419 N. 4th West, stated he would also like to commend the council for thinking about growth and wanting to do it correctly. Mr. Davis stated that at the last council meeting there had been a proposal for a new city building and wondered what had become of that. Mayor Brown answered by saying that it had been talked about for some time but wasn’t a planned part of the agenda and so it was still in the discussion phase. Mr. Davis suggested that when the city was ready to build they might want to consider working with the school and getting a new district office at the same time by using matching funds or some sort of joint effort. Mr. Davis also questioned the park in Pioneer Park Subdivision that was just a hole and wanted to know if the city had plans for that since there was a new owner for that development. Mayor Brown stated they were having Mr. Dunn look into what could be done since the developer has sold the property so they could see who would be responsible for taking care of that. 
Connie Moore, 275 N. 3rd West, stated the lettering for the Rec Center had been tabled at the last meeting and wondered when a decision would be made. Councilman Blackburn stated the only thing that had been tabled was the rate increase. There was a brief discussion regarding the lettering and what the council would like to have it say, whether they could be removed and what size. 
Councilman Day stated he wanted to take the opportunity to point out that so much of the time people wonder what the city workers are doing but since the recent snow storm city workers have been working overtime and doing whatever they need to in order to get things cleaned up and felt they deserved some appreciation. 

Councilman Marriott moved to adjourn the meeting and go into executive session per Idaho Code 67-2345. Councilwoman Chapple seconded. All were in favor. 

Executive session began at 8:50 p.m.

Mayor Brown reconvened the regular city council meeting at 9:52 p.m.

Councilman Blackburn stated that due to the information and concerns presented this evening regarding Cheryl Kirchner as Department Head/Director of the Rec Center, he would move to terminate/discharge her from this position. Councilwoman Chapple seconded. Councilman Day abstained. All others were in favor. 
Mr. Dunn stated that he would assist the Mayor in completing this recommendation by the council and suggested they look to the future and what they plan on changing/requiring once they advertise. Mr. Dunn also suggested the council give the Mayor the authority to act on the council’s behalf until a full-time director can be found. Councilman Smith stated he would make that motion. Councilman Day seconded. All were in favor. 

There was a brief discussion regarding upcoming meetings, the canvassing of votes, the need for quorum and agenda items.

Councilman Day moved to adjourn the meeting. Councilman Smith seconded. All were in favor. The meeting was adjourned at 10:00 p.m.







Ryan H. Brown

Mayor

Jeanne Kerbs

City Clerk
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