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7:00 p.m.

Mayor Brown welcomed everyone to the meeting and turned the time over to Councilman Simonson who invited everyone to join him in the pledge of allegiance. Mayor Brown then turned the time over to Robin Dunn, City Attorney, who gave the prayer.

Jeanne Kerbs, City Clerk/Treasurer, performed roll call. Those present were: Mayor Ryan Brown, Councilman Simonson, Councilman Day, Councilman Maloney, Councilman Marriott and Councilman Blackburn. Those absent were: Councilman Smith. 
Transportation Plan Resolution-

Mayor Brown stated the next item on the agenda was the transportation plan resolution. 

Mayor Brown explained how the city and county had entered into an agreement to have a transportation study and plan done. Mayor Brown stated the resolution was to implement this plan and read the resolution into the record as follows:

Jefferson County Resolution No. 08-02
City of Rigby Resolution No. 08-135

WHEREAS, a safe and efficient transportation system is vital to the City of Rigby and Jefferson County;

WHEREAS, an important component of a safe and efficient transportation system is a transportation plan;

WHEREAS, a joint and cooperative venture between the City of Rigby and Jefferson County was established for these purposes;

WHEREAS, a document titled Jefferson County Transportation Plan has been prepared;

WHEREAS, the Transportation Plan will serve as an official document of Jefferson County and the City of Rigby;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of County Commissioners of Jefferson County, and the Mayor and Council of the City of Rigby to approve the Transportation Plan to serve as the official plan for transportation of the two entities in a cooperative manner. 

ADOPTED by the Board of County Commissioners of Jefferson County, Idaho, this 28th day of January, 2008. 

Mayor Brown explained that all the county commissioners as well as the county clerk had signed this document. Mayor Brown opened the item for discussion or approval. Councilman Blackburn moved to accept and pass resolution 08-135 for accepting the transportation plan as presented. Councilman Day seconded. Councilman Day stated he wanted to point out this was a plan or guideline and was subject to change. Councilman Marriott asked if the state had any input on this and Councilman Day stated they had funded this project and had reviewed the final product. All were in favor. 

Ongoing Monthly Bill Payment Resolution-

Mayor Brown stated the next item on the agenda was for the ongoing monthly bill payment resolution. 

Mayor Brown explained this is city resolution number 08-136 and read it into the record as follows:
City of Rigby Resolution No. 08-136

WHEREAS, it is the desire of the City Council to timely pay municipal obligations that occur on a regular and continuing basis;

WHEREAS, the City Council desires to review the billings and payments at their regularly scheduled meetings;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the City of Rigby as follows:

Continuing and ongoing bills that occur on a monthly basis which are regular in nature shall be allowed to be paid without first being presented to the Council by the Clerk of the City of Rigby. Such bills include, but are not limited to, the following: payroll, utilities, set monthly payments to various entities and other such bills which occur on a monthly and regular basis.
IT IS ALSO RESOLVED that the billings and payments made therefore shall appear, for review, on each printout provided to the City Council for their review and inspection as is normally customary within the City of Rigby during their regularly scheduled meetings.

Mayor Brown explained there had been a time when there wasn’t a council and it was tough to pay some of these bills. Mayor Brown stated this ordinance was drafted after working with Ms. Kerbs and Mr. Dunn to provide a way for these things to continue to be paid if something similar to that situation was to happen again. Councilman Blackburn asked for clarification on this resolution not allowing the city clerk to pay anything other than those bills occurring monthly. Ms. Kerbs explained these were bills pertaining to the regular course of business. Councilman Blackburn asked if there was something in the future that caused question would those be brought to the council and Ms. Kerbs stated they would. Councilman Marriott stated the payments would appear for review and so he asked if payroll would be included and Mr. Dunn stated that every check should always come before the council for review including payroll. Councilman Maloney asked if the ones that were already paid would be marked in such a way that they would know and Ms. Kerbs stated the printout would include paid off to the side. Councilman Day asked for clarification on the payroll whether it would be a lump sum, each individual or by department. Ms. Kerbs stated there had never been anything regarding payroll presented to the council but after talking with Mr. Dunn there would be a payroll summary included. Councilman Simonson asked if it would be by name or department number or employee number. Ms. Kerbs stated it could be done either way and once the council made that determination the report would be ran that way. Councilman Maloney moved to accept and pass resolution number 08-136 as presented. Councilman Simonson seconded. All were in favor. 
Water Mitigation-
Mayor Brown stated the next item on the agenda was for water mitigation and turned the time over to committee member Lloyd Hicks.

Lloyd Hicks stated he didn’t know they were doing a review or he would have been better prepared and also said he was the only member present at the meeting. Mr. Hicks stated the initial action was to review the water status and obtained historical documents regarding the water from the clerk. Mr. Hicks stated these documents contained information about the wells, the CFS permitted by the wells but so far nothing about the adjudication files. Mr. Hicks stated these files are very important to the city. Mr. Hicks stated they found the wells have quite a bit of age (1941, 1947 and 1961) and this is a positive thing because water calls are based on permit time. Mr. Hicks stated they had talked about conservation plans for the future. Mr. Hicks stated one conclusion made from reviewing the data is the current total CFS and total GPM that is approved under the three wells that service the city appear to be a little low, in general. Mr. Hicks explained there had been a meeting with Rigby Canal Company (Richard Jacobson) regarding available water for sale. Mr. Hicks gave a brief explanation on transferring surface water to ground water through a recharging program. 
Mayor Brown stated he had received a call from someone willing to sell their water shares in Rigby Canal for $40 per share but Mr. Hicks stated they had seen them for $100 per share. Mr. Hicks gave a brief explanation on the reasons for the varying prices on shares from different Canal companies. Mayor Brown stated what was available for sale is just under 200 inches of water and Mr. Hicks confirmed this information. Mayor Brown stated the City of Idaho Falls had purchased some water and asked for an explanation of what the City of Rigby would be purchasing. Mayor Brown stated he believed the water Idaho Falls purchased was storage water from Palisades Reservoir and asked Mr. Hicks to explain how the water available for purchase and council decision was different from this. Mr. Hicks stated the water from Palisades is user water which is unique because when Palisades was built the bottom 200,000 acre feet went to the Bureau Reclamation for pressure head, the next 670,000 acre feet was purchased by farmers and canals, the next 200,000 acre feet is water available for procurement by potential future users and this is the portion of water that Idaho Falls has purchased. Mr. Hicks explained the water right is only as valuable as the level of Palisades and in recent years that hasn’t been very well. There was a brief discussion regarding the process of transferring surface water rights to ground water rights and the hold currently in place. Mr. Hicks gave a brief explanation on the water levels in area canals and reservoirs. Mayor Brown asked Mr. Dunn what the legal advice would be regarding the purchasing of these shares at this time and whether the decision could be made by the council this evening. Mr. Dunn stated the canal company would need to decide whether the shares were still available and the city would have to decide whether the purchase of the water was necessary and based on the mitigation committee’s recommendation it looked as those it was. There was a brief discussion regarding the need for additional water regardless of the committee’s recommendation or not. Mayor Brown then asked Ms. Kerbs whether there was enough money in the budget for this and Ms. Kerbs stated she knew there was a line item regarding water shares but didn’t know how much money was there but could review this with the auditor. Mr. Dunn stated the one concern over the Burgess Canal is it isn’t as closely monitored as other canals. There was a brief discussion regarding the benefits of purchasing of these water shares and the possibility of waiting a year or so. Councilman Blackburn moved to approve the purchase of the Rigby Canal water shares at $40 per share for approximately 200 inches. Councilman Marriott seconded. All were in favor.
Urban Renewal-

Mayor Brown stated the next item on the agenda was for urban renewal and turned the time over to Lucile Johnson for her presentation.
Lucile Johnson as Chairperson of Urban Renewal, stated she was there to give some status updates for projects currently being worked on. Mrs. Johnson stated there was a meeting last week where they discussed the lettering on the Recreation Center and it was decided to place this item on hold until the future of the business was confirmed. Mrs. Johnson stated the reason for this was because the lettering would cost between $1,900 and $2,300 and with the uncertainty of the status of the recreation center they didn’t feel it prudent to spend that amount of money. Mrs. Johnson stated the security cameras out at the skate park will be put out for bid to start on them in the spring. Mrs. Johnson stated they would need help from the city employees to dig the trenches for the line and holes for the posts. Mrs. Johnson stated they were still working on obtaining the information for a walk path from the skate park over to North 3rd West. Mrs. Johnson stated the downtown revitalization project needed to have a blueprint or development contract because the one with Keller and Associates was not adequate to pursue the block grant. Mrs. Johnson gave a brief explanation on some of the things needed in this contract. Mrs. Johnson stated there needed to be a plan put together to draw in more businesses into Rigby. Mayor Brown stated the old Tall Clinic is an empty building and the basement has flooded so there had been talk about leveling the building and the possibility of using that space for additional parking. There was a brief discussion on downtown areas and how additional parking is necessary in certain areas. There was a brief discussion regarding the recreation center and what things are being looked at. There was a brief discussion on when the city employees would be needed and whether they would be able to schedule time for the help. Mrs. Johnson stated that on March 19, 2008 at 5:30 p.m. in the council room Urban Renewal committee would be meeting to discuss planning ideas and was extending an invitation to the members of the council. There was a brief discussion regarding some possible additional grant money available from the state and Councilman Day stated he had some information he would supply Urban Renewal with. 
Approval of Bills and Minutes-

Mayor Brown stated the next item on the agenda was for the approval of the bills and minutes. Mayor Brown stated they would start with the minutes this time and reminded the council of the last meeting those minutes were placed on hold for some clarification from Mr. Dunn about the hearing regarding public intoxication. Mayor Brown explained his reason for that clarification request. Mr. Dunn explained there were two hearings held, the pre-hearing where they talked about it, then the publication and the approval of the ordinance itself. Mr. Dunn stated this was fine but explained how he would like to see this type item handled in the future. Councilman Blackburn moved to approve the minutes from January 15, 2008. Councilman Day seconded. All were in favor. 

Mayor Brown stated there was now the approval of the minutes from February 5, 2008 and asked if there were any changes or corrections. Councilman Maloney moved to approve the minutes as presented. Councilman Simonson seconded. All were in favor.
Mayor Brown stated they would now go on to the bills and asked if there were any questions or comments. Councilman Marriott asked about the Caselle charge on page one and Ms. Kerbs explained that was the quarterly charge for the technical support dues. There was a brief discussion regarding purchasing a snow blower versus hiring a contractor to remove snow from the library roof and city hall roof. Councilman Marriott asked about on page 2 for some veterinary services and Ms. Kerbs explained about the large sum of money was from a legal concern over the bordering of some animals and the person’s inability to pay and Kinghorn still charged the city. Mr. Dunn explained there was a legal concern on recouping the money. Councilman Marriott asked about page 3 about lawn care and weed spraying and there was a brief discussion regarding the price break given to the city if it was prepaid. Councilman Maloney moved to pay the bills as presented and discussed. Councilman Day seconded. All were in favor.
Public Comment-

Mayor Brown stated the next item on the agenda was for public comment and turned the meeting over to the audience. 

Gary Williams, stated he had asked for a letter from Mayor Brown to help in applying for an impact grant and wanted to compliment the Mayor on getting this done and back to him in a timely manner. 

Mayor Brown asked if there were any additional comments. Councilman Day stated he wanted to thank Rick Lamoreaux and his crew for the work they have done on the snow removal and to also thank Jeanne Kerbs for the hard work she has done helping the recreation center which is above and beyond her regular duties. Mayor Brown stated he could also state Ms. Kerbs has done a great job helping over at the recreation center. 

Mayor Brown gave a brief explanation on part of his conversation with Jim Mullen and John Millar regarding cost savings with the new wastewater treatment plant. There was a brief discussion regarding the pros and cons of having the plans reviewed and redone versus leaving them as they are currently.

Councilman Maloney moved to adjourn the meeting. Councilman Simonson seconded. All were in favor. The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 p.m.
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