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Mayor Brown welcomed everyone to the meeting and turned the time over to Darrick Chanler who invited everyone to join him in the pledge of allegiance. Mayor Brown then turned the time over to Councilman Maloney who gave the prayer.

Jeanne Kerbs, City Clerk/Treasurer, performed roll call. Those present were: Mayor Ryan Brown, Councilman Simonson, Councilman Smith, Councilman Maloney, Councilman Marriott and Councilman Day. Those absent were: Councilman Blackburn. 

Plaque Presentation-Returning Enlisted Man-
Mayor Brown stated the next item on the agenda was to present a plaque to a returning military man and asked Commissioner Olaveson to come up with him. Together they asked to have Erin Thomas Nelson come forward. 

Mayor Brown stated he had some awards that had been given to Specialist Nelson. Commissioner Olaveson explained his plaque and gave a brief explanation of the good deeds and honorable things Specialist Nelson had performed in his life prior to his term of duty. Commissioner Olaveson then read a paper from the Department of the Army prior to presenting his plaque to Specialist Nelson. 

Mayor Brown explained the City of Rigby has a wall that holds plaques with the pictures and names of soldiers from the area and upon returning this plaque is given to them and so Mayor Brown gave Specialist Nelson his plaque from this wall. Mayor Brown also read a letter he had received from the Department of the Army as well. 
Recreation Center Updates-

Mayor Brown stated the next item on the agenda was regarding some updates from the City Recreation Center and asked for Peter Douglas from the Recreation Board to come forward and give his presentation.

Mr. Douglas wasn’t present at the meeting. Mayor Brown stated this item would be tabled and heard at the next meeting. 

Raising Rabbits in the City Limits-

Mayor Brown stated the next item on the agenda was a request to raise rabbits within the City of Rigby and turned the time over to Sam Tower for his presentation. 
Sam Tower, 282 W. 1st South, stated he has always tried to be active and supporting of all his children’s interests as they come up and that’s what brings him in front of the council this evening. Mr. Tower stated his daughter, who was present with him, has expressed an interest in raising rabbits. Mt. Tower stated he understood city code prohibited this use but asked that he be granted permission to raise a small number of rabbits. Mr. Tower gave a brief explanation of his property and where he planned to contain the animals. 
Councilman Maloney asked how this related to the state and Mayor Brown stated city code 5-4-5A states it shall be unlawful to keep any other domesticated animals other than dogs or cats with the exception of pot-bellied pigs. Councilman Smith stated he had rabbits as a child and knows and respects Mr. Tower so he didn’t have a problem. Police Chief Larry Anderson brought up the approval of the pot-bellied pigs and what happened there and how this would open up more and more requests for other farm type animals. Councilman Maloney asked Mr. Tower how many he wanted to have and Mr. Tower stated breeding was not something he was interested in but would like to have at least five (5). Councilman Maloney asked what the public health consequences of allowing this and Mr. Tower stated the only disease common in rabbits that can transfer to people is tularemia. Mayor Brown asked if Mr. Tower had a fenced yard and what kind of facility he would keep the rabbits in and Mr. Tower stated he did have a fenced yard and would put them in a rabbit hutch. Councilman Simonson stated he had the same concerns as Chief Anderson on where to draw the line on allowing this type of animals and what would come next. Chief Anderson stated that rabbits attracted dogs but didn’t know why. There was a brief discussion regarding some of the concerns regarding allowing this request. Councilman Day stated he had no doubt that Mr. Tower would keep good care of the rabbits but was concerned of how other people might handle the same situation. Councilman Marriott stated the city code was quite specific and there would need to be an allowance made. Robin Dunn, City Attorney, stated this was basically a request for a variance from the code and any other person would have to come forward with their request. Councilman Maloney was worried about the precedence they would be setting by allowing this request. Councilman Maloney made the motion not to allow rabbits in city limits. Councilman Simonson seconded. Councilman Smith voted against. All others were in favor. 
Approval of Bills and Minutes-

Mayor Brown stated the next item on the agenda was the approval of the bills and minutes and stated they would start with the bills. Mayor Brown asked if there were any questions or concerns over the bills. Councilman Day moved to approve the bills as presented. Councilman Smith seconded. All were in favor. 

Mayor Brown stated they would now go on to the minutes and asked if there were any questions or corrections. Councilman Simonson asked for clarification on the car payment and made a correction for the payment type to be for the car camera not the car itself. Councilman Simonson moved to approve the minutes with the corrections previously stated. Councilman Maloney seconded. All were in favor. 

Public Comment-

Mayor Brown stated the next item on the agenda was for public comment and turned the time over to the audience.

Councilman Marriott stated he would like to bring up the matter of city clean-up and stated there would be two dumpsters for $370 which is $20 more than last year. Councilman Marriott also stated the portable potties for the parks would be brought in the first of May and explained the addition of the handicapped portable potties with charges of $60 per month each six regular and $75 per month each for four handicapped and explained this was for each one. There was a brief discussion regarding what could be dumped in the dumpsters and Councilman Marriott stated there would be a list of allowable items. Councilman Maloney asked what date this was and Councilman Marriott stated it would be May 17th unless there was overwhelming response then they might have to consider an additional date.
Mayor Brown stated he had a proclamation to read and read that into the record as follows:

WHEREAS, April 2008 marks the 40th anniversary of the passage of Title VIII of the Civil Rights Act of 1968, commonly known as the Federal Fair Housing Act; and
WHEREAS, the Idaho Human Rights Commission Act has prohibited discrimination in housing since 1969; and 

WHEREAS, equal opportunity for all-regardless of race, color, religion, sex, disability, familial status or national origin-is a fundamental goal of our nation, state and city; and

WHEREAS, equal access to housing is an important component of this goal-as fundamental as the right to equal education and employment; and 

WHEREAS, housing is a critical component of family and community health and stability and

WHEREAS, housing choice impacts our children’s access to education, our ability to seek and retain employment options, the cultural benefits we enjoy, the extent of our exposure to crime and drugs, and the quality of health care we receive in emergencies; and
WHEREAS, the laws of this nation and our state seek to ensure such equality of choice for all transactions involving housing; and 

WHEREAS, ongoing education, outreach and monitoring are key to raising awareness of fair housing principles, practices, rights and responsibilities; and 

WHEREAS, only through continued cooperation, commitment and support if all Idahoans can barriers to fair housing be removed:
NOW, THEREFORE, I, Ryan Brown, Mayor of the City of Rigby/Jefferson County, do hereby proclaim April 2008 to be

FAIR HOUSING MONTH

In the City of Rigby/Jefferson County, State of Idaho

Mayor Brown explained other area cities had passed ordinances similar to this one and that it’s a requirement to have it posted on city boards to help qualify for city grants. Mayor Brown asked if it was acceptable to do this for the city and everyone felt it was. Mayor Brown asked if there needed to be a vote on this issue and Mr. Dunn stated no. 
Mayor Brown asked if there were any comments from the audience. 

Darrick Chanler, asked about what kind of animals you could have in the City of Rigby. Mayor Brown stated you could only have two dogs or obtain a kennel license. Mr. Chanler asked about gerbils and was told there were no city regulations on those. Mayor Brown thanked Mr. Chanler for leading the meeting in the pledge of allegiance. 
Mayor Brown asked for any further comment from the audience. No further comment was given. 

Councilman Smith moved to adjourn the meeting. Councilman Day seconded. All were in favor. The meeting was adjourned at 7:35 p.m.
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