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February 3, 2009

7:00 p.m.

Mayor Brown welcomed everyone to the meeting and turned the time over to Dorie Robertson who invited everyone to join her in the pledge of allegiance. Mayor Brown then took the time to give the prayer.

Jeanne Kerbs, City Clerk/Treasurer, performed roll call. Those present were: Mayor Ryan Brown, Councilman Simonson, Councilman Smith, Councilman Marriott, Councilman Blackburn and Councilman Day. Those absent were: Councilman Maloney. 

Software for the Rec Center-

Mayor Brown stated the next item on the agenda was software for the Rec Center and turned the time over to Jeanne Kerbs, City Clerk/Treasurer, for her presentation. 

Mrs. Kerbs explained she has spent the last year working with the Rec Center to try and get it back into financial health and stated the main thing they have battled with is the current software being used by the Rec Center. Mrs. Kerbs stated the program is not an accounting program but more an easy access program. Mrs. Kerbs explained the main concern is the ease in which data can be manipulated by any user on the computer because there is no safety or passwords preventing that. Mrs. Kerbs went on to explain how account information could be changed and payment information altered at any time. Mrs. Kerbs also stated that when Shari Paulsen, City Auditor, went over to get some reports from the Rec Center and found out the system was not capable of retrieving that data. Mrs. Kerbs explained she was there this evening on behalf of the Rec Board to inquire if the council would allow the purchase of a new software program. Mrs. Kerbs explained the Rec Center budget did not have the funds and suggested using the General Fund Capital Outlay. Mrs. Kerbs explained this new software would still work with a fitness facility while allowing for the retrieval of accounting information. Mrs. Kerbs stated she had received an estimate from a software company and distributed copies to the council. There was a brief discussion on some of the line items on the invoice. Mayor Brown asked if Microserv provided support for computers for the city and Mrs. Kerbs stated they did but they don’t have anything to do with this software. Mrs. Kerbs explained there was a number the city had to call and then pay $50 per hour of phone assisted technical help. Mrs. Kerbs explained the new software comes with unlimited technical support as part of the package. Mrs. Kerbs stated there was a $894 line item that could be optional due to it being a card reader on the door that would allow access at all hours similar to that of another fitness facility. Councilman Blackburn asked for clarification on the cards, how they would be printed and where that was located in the charges. Mrs. Kerbs stated it would be in equipment and set up. Councilman Blackburn stated it was listed for only 500 members and asked how many were currently using the facility. Dorie Robertson, who works at the Rec Center, stated they were right around the 500 mark for actual active members. Councilman Blackburn asked how much it would cost for an upgrade to include more members and Mrs. Kerbs stated it would be approximately $200 more on the estimate. Councilman Day asked how the Rec Center was doing financially and Mrs. Kerbs explained that Mrs. Paulsen would be giving her report shortly but felt the Rec Center was doing better and while still a concern was doing better. Mrs. Kerbs explained that memberships were up and accounts were getting under control. Councilman Day asked if Mrs. Kerbs knew the exact numbers of revenue and expenditures for the Rec Center and Mrs. Kerbs stated she wasn’t sure but thought the expenditures were still more than the revenue. Councilman Simonson asked if the computer in the Rec Center could handle the new software and Mrs. Kerbs stated it could. There was a brief discussion regarding adding the card reader at the door at a later time and what that might cost. Mrs. Kerbs stated she had checked the General Fund Capital Outlay Equipment and found there was enough money in that fund to cover this purchase. Councilman Blackburn moved to approve the expenditure out of the Capital Outlay with the recommendation to increase to the 1,000 member upgrade. Councilman Day seconded. Councilman Smith stated he felt if the money wasn’t in the Rec Center budget then the purchase should wait until later on in the year before the next budget to see where the finances of the Rec Center are coming before considering spending another $3,000. Mrs. Kerbs stated that Mrs. Paulsen would probably be giving her audit report at the next council meeting and stated this purchase could wait until then. Councilman Day asked if the motion included the door scanner and Councilman Blackburn amended his motion to not include the line item for the outside access. Councilman Day seconded the amendment. Councilman Marriott asked if Mrs. Paulsen was planning on giving the report next meeting and Mrs. Kerbs stated she believed that was what had been planned. Councilman Marriott stated he agreed with Councilman Smith in that it might be better to hear that report prior to committing more finances to the Rec Center. Councilman Blackburn asked Mrs. Kerbs if in talking to Mrs. Paulsen the concern was that the software was not adequate and Mrs. Kerbs stated that was correct. There was a brief discussion regarding the accounting software. Councilman Blackburn stated he would be willing to wait until after the auditor’s report to make a decision. Councilman Day indicated that would be willing to wait also. Councilman Smith stated that if the Rec Center was still losing money would it even be open in another six (6) months and would this expenditure be worth it then. Councilman Blackburn officially withdrew his motion. Councilman Day withdrew his second. 
Joanne Hamilton, member of the Rec Board, stood up and said that she had watched Mrs. Robertson work diligently to get these events for the Rec Center going. Mrs. Hamilton stated the condition the Rec Center was in didn’t happen over night and no one could expect it to fix itself over night either. Mrs. Hamilton stated she worked out at the Rec Center everyday and stated she was seeing new faces all the time. There was a brief discussion regarding some of the recent events at the Rec Center and the turnout. 

Mrs. Kerbs stated that due to the inaccuracy of the Rec Center records and the software being unreliable she was concerned over the audit report as she didn’t know how or if it would reflect accurate numbers. Councilman Day moved to table this software request until the next meeting after the auditor’s report. Councilman Smith seconded. All were in favor. 
Annual Airport Report-

Mayor Brown stated the next item on the agenda was the annual report from the airport and indicated he had a letter from Terry Kofoed, Airport Board President.  Mayor Brown read the letter into the record as follows:

2008 was another banner year for U56! Our major project for this past year was our runway/taxiway resurfacing using a 75/25 grant from the Id. Aeronautics Div. This grant came as a bit of a surprise as we were put on notice in late 2007 that funding would be greatly diminished for the FY2008. This was due in large part because of the extreme inflation of fuel prices. These prices neared the $6.00 range for 100 LL. Fuel taxes are a major source of funding for the Aeronautics Div. and flying activity was down more than 30% across the state. This decrease in usage was offset by a 1.5 cent tax increase in 2008 on aviation fuel. The tax increase was a shot in the arm for those grants which were in the approval process. While the airport did not receive additional funding for in-kind services, we did receive the full 75% matching funds and funding for the required engineering. This project was completed for approximately $55,000.00 with quality services provided by Idaho Asphalt and Idaho Traffic. This project was completed in September 2008. 
Since the completion of the runway project fuel prices have eased significantly and flying activity is on the rise, though with the troubled economy it has not risen to pre-2008 numbers. We expect there to be lean times ahead and any funding projects must be planned well ahead to receive funds in later state fiscal years. 

The lean economy seems to also have had an impact on future plans for hangar construction at the U56. There have been a few requests on the hangar building process, but no hangars were constructed in 2008 and no concrete plans have been set for the near future. 
There has been other activity on the airport which includes a new water line on the NE side of the airport. This was fully paid for by tenants who wish to use the existing well. Also a local Scout, Spencer Oram, working toward his Eagle Scout made us his project and installed two sets of aircraft tie-downs on the NE corner of U56. This work was supervised by board member Wayne Hansen. These are a very quality and welcome addition to the airport. 

The Rigby Airport has enjoyed a very good working relationship with the City of Rigby. We have had requests involving heavy equipment, legal matters, and paperwork which were met with a very helpful attitude from City workers and officials. This type of working relationship is crucial to the continued success of U56 and must be nurtured by both the City and Airport officials. We especially wish to acknowledge the work of our City liaison, Keith Smith. 

Rigby Airport would not be the success it is, were it not for the many hours donated by the dedicated Airport Board. It has been my pleasure to work with these fine men who are determined to make the Rigby Airport a continued asset to the City of Rigby and all Aviators, commercial and private. The future of the Rigby Airport looks bright indeed! 

Mayor Brown stated the letter was signed by Terry Kofoed. Mayor Brown expressed his appreciation to Councilman Smith for the work he has done in this area. Councilman Marriott asked if the well extended through out the area on the North end of the airport and it was decided the well was placed for limited hangars and there is an additional water source to the East. Councilman Marriott asked if the City was responsible for the testing of the water and Mayor Brown stated he didn’t know and Councilman Smith stated he knew there had to be state testing passed when installed but didn’t know after that. Councilman Blackburn asked if this water provided the fire suppression and Councilman Smith stated this was a question he did not know. 
Update on Perimeter Annexation-

Mayor Brown stated the next item on the agenda was an update on the perimeter annexation and turned the time over to Paula Sessions, Planning and Zoning Assistant, for her presentation. 

Paula Sessions, Planning and Zoning Assistant, stated she had been present at a previous meeting regarding the annexation process and had been instructed to send a letter to Thompson Engineering to check the status. Mrs. Sessions referred to a letter she had distributed to the council and explained Mr. Thompson had indicated in a return letter that he would be completing the map and boundary descriptions by February 4, 2009. Mrs. Sessions explained she had talked to Mrs. Taylor over at the county and she had confirmed that Mr. Thompson had been over there obtaining information from them. Councilman Blackburn referred to Mr. Thompson’s letter and the list of ordinances and asked if that was what was being proposed and Mrs. Sessions explained the ordinances listed in the letter were reference points for the legal descriptions he was drafting in the preparation of the boundary annexation ordinance. Mrs. Sessions asked the council what her next step would be if Mr. Thompson was not in on the 4th as indicated in his letter and the council determined that since so much work was already completed to keep working with Mr. Thompson and see this through to the end. 
Elite Town Homes-

Mayor Brown stated the next item on the agenda was regarding Elite Town Homes and turned the time over to Mr. Avery for his presentation. 

Jeff Avery came forward and distributed some papers to the council. Mr. Avery then thanked the council for the opportunity to be heard this evening. Mr. Avery stated he was here to discuss his subdivision and some of the changes he had been working with Mike McCowin, Building/Public Works. Mr. Avery stated the Annexation/Development Agreement asked for streetlights to be placed every 200 feet and he felt that was a little excessive for a residential neighborhood. Mr. Avery stated that other developments had their lights placed every 300 feet and after talking with Mr. McCowin they had decided he should approach the council and ask for an amendment to the current agreement. Mr. Avery stated there were other items on the punch-list that due to the weather could not be completed without being extremely costly. Mr. Avery explained there was one building built in this development and asked for some temporary signage but would complete the punch-list as soon as weather permits. Mr. Avery stated the suggestion had been to have his attorney draw up an addendum to the agreement and propose it to the council. Mr. Avery stated those documents were the papers he had just distributed. Mayor Brown asked for clarification on his requests and Mr. Avery stated one was to place the streetlights every 300 feet and to allow temporary signage and to allow the remaining items on the punch-list to be completed at a later date weather permitting. Councilman Day interjected stating that Mr. Avery was also asking for an occupancy permit for this building and Mr. Avery stated that was correct. 
Mayor Brown asked Mr. McCowin if there was anything he wanted to add to this proposal. Mr. McCowin stated that as far as the lighting was concerned the development agreement referred to the placement being at the discretion of the Public Works Director or Utah Power and Light. Mr. McCowin stated that in all other developments throughout the City the standard was 300 feet between lights but did state there was not an actual written standard. Mr. McCowin stated he felt the 200 feet in this development were just too much and agreed to make this change. Mr. McCowin stated he has been out to the apartment complex and has performed the final inspection and the building meets code. Mr. McCowin stated they had performed a walk-thru on the development and have put together a punch-list and feels that Mr. Avery is willing to work with the City to complete this development according to city standards. Councilman Simonson asked Mr. McCowin if he was in favor of the entire proposal and Mr. McCowin indicated that he was. Councilman Day asked if the Idaho Code put a restriction on the seal coating times and Mr. McCowin stated he didn’t believe so but expressed their intention of working on the recommendation of the engineer. Mr. Avery interjected stating the reason there was a time in the addendum was so the City Council could be aware of his intentions to get this completed in a timely manner but could move the date if they suggested that. Councilman Day asked what the guarantees to the city would be and Mr. Avery stated it was listed in the Annexation/Development agreement that he would need to have that completed. Councilman Day asked if he would be willing to have an estimate for the work done and submit a bond in that amount to the City in case this work was not completed as agreed and Mr. Avery stated he would have no problems doing that. Councilman Blackburn moved to give the Mayor authority to sign this addendum to the Annexation/Development Agreement for Elite Town Homes contingent upon the punch-list being completed by June 15, 2009 with communications with the Public Works on the weather permitting issues and including the estimated cost for City work to complete development. Councilman Marriott seconded. Councilman Day asked what guarantee there would be if Mr. Avery went bankrupt and asked for a bond instead. Mr. Dunn suggested having a bank letter of credit. There was a brief discussion regarding the buildings in the development and occupancy permit concerns and punch-list expectations. All were in favor. 
Other Council Business-

Mayor Brown stated the next item on the agenda was other council business and turned the time over to the council for anything they wanted to discuss or announcements.
Jeanne Kerbs, City Clerk/Treasurer, stated there were a number of unpaid parking tickets at Dunn Law Office and due to the time it would take to collect them she was wondering if there was a way to just send them over to Bonneville Collections. Mayor Brown stated there were problems with loaning the car to someone and then a ticket gets issued and Mr. Dunn stated permission is given along with the keys. Larry Anderson, Chief of Police, stated warning letters are always sent prior to the tickets going to Mr. Dunn. There was a brief discussion regarding time, work and money regarding the parking tickets. Councilman Simonson suggested sending the bad debt over to Bonneville Collections and let them deal with it. There was a brief discussion regarding the snow removal ordinance and possible changes being made. Councilman Simonson asked if there needed to be a motion for this and Mr. Dunn stated it was up to Police Chief Larry Anderson to send them or not as he is the enforcer. Chief Anderson stated he had no problem with sending them to Bonneville Collections as long as they still received the one letter. Councilman Simonson stated he would make that recommendation but also suggested having the letter state after a certain timeframe if unpaid the ticket would go to Bonneville Collections. 
Councilman Blackburn stated he had met with Mrs. Kerbs regarding Steve Cook who has worked with the Rodeo Grounds is retiring this year. Councilman Blackburn stated he had talked to Urban Renewal and one suggestion had been to dedicate a building or something on the grounds to honor Mr. Cook. Councilman Blackburn would like to have a formal presentation of at least a plaque for his countless hours and dedication. Mayor Brown asked how many years of service had been given and it was determined to be over 30 years. Mayor Brown suggested that if there was going to be a plaque the years of service may want to be listed and suggested finding this information out for sure. There was a brief discussion regarding award or dedication options and some of the things Mr. Cook has been involved with over the years.
Councilman Day stated there had been a vendor at his work today with some LED bulbs and suggested having Rick Lamoreaux, Park/Street/Sanitation Supervisor, look into these as an option for the City. 

Approval of Bills-

Mayor Brown stated the next item on the agenda was the approval of bills and asked if there were any questions or concerns. 

Councilman Marriott stated there was a City Hall boiler repair and felt this happens quite often. Mrs. Kerbs gave a brief explanation of the inspection failure, the gas line with a hole in it and how Rocky Mountain Boiler said the city was on borrowed time. Mr. McCowin interjected with a suggestion to purchase a new more efficient boiler and the much needed repairs for the ceiling above. Councilman Day stated on page 1 and page 3 there were two charges for the snowplow and Mrs. Kerbs explained that was because it was split between departments. Councilman Simonson moved to approve payment of the bills. Councilman Day seconded. All were in favor. 

Approval of Minutes-

Mayor Brown stated the next item on the agenda was the approval of the minutes and asked if there were any changes or corrections.

Councilman Day stated that on page 2, right above other council business, where they were discussing water shut off fees he didn’t believe it was actually agreed upon. Councilman Marriott stated above that there was a typo and it should be make not male. Mrs. Kerbs asked for clarification on Councilman Day’s question for modification. Councilman Day stated on page 3, paragraph 3, he didn’t believe he was the one to ask about the downtown project and asked Mrs. Kerbs to check that. Councilman Day questioned on page 5 whether Mr. Dunn sent the school the letter and Mr. Dunn stated he had and would make sure the Mayor and Clerk would receive a copy. Councilman Blackburn moved to approve the minutes with recommended changes. Councilman Simonson seconded. All were in favor. 

Public Comment-

Mayor Brown stated the next item on the agenda was public comment and turned the time over to the audience. 

No public comment was given. 
Councilman Smith moved to adjourn the meeting. Councilman Day seconded. All were in favor. The meeting was adjourned at 8:21 p.m.
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