City of Rigby

City Council Meeting

June 2, 2009

7:00 p.m.

Mayor Smith welcomed everyone to the meeting and turned the time over to Carol Shackelford who invited everyone to join her in the pledge of allegiance. Mayor Smith then turned the time over to Robin Dunn, City Attorney, who gave the prayer.

Jeanne Kerbs, City Clerk/Treasurer, performed roll call. Those present were: Mayor Smith, Councilman Maloney, Councilman Marriott, Councilman Simonson, Councilwoman Poole and Councilman Day. Those absent: Councilman Blackburn. 
Parking on Main Street-

Mayor Smith stated the next item on the agenda was regarding parking on Main Street and turned the time over to the representative for the presentation. 

Quinn Mikesell stated he had been present two weeks ago and wanted to once again discuss the 2-hour parking restriction on Main Street. Mr. Mikesell stated that since the last meeting he had talked to a few of the businesses in the area to get their feeling for this issue as well. Mr. Mikesell stated that Mia Bella was having similar issues regarding procedures taking longer than 2 hours and customers leaving only to find a ticket on their car. Mr. Mikesell stated that he understood not having the employees park there and wasn’t concerned about that but was concerned over the effect this would have on his clientele. Mr. Mikesell asked the city to consider a voucher system for those clients that will be longer than 2 hours. Mr. Mikesell stated he understood the concerns and frustrations of not having adequate parking along Main Street and didn’t have a definite solution. Mr. Mikesell stated he hadn’t really noticed a problem on his end of Main Street but had definitely noticed a crowding concern on the other end of Main. 
Mayor Smith stated that he was sympathetic to the situation but stated the city was not responsible to supply the parking for the business. Mayor Smith explained this decision had been made in the best interest of the majority of the businesses along Main Street. Mayor Smith expressed the need for consistency. Mr. Mikesell asked if the voucher system was a viable option and Mayor Smith explained there would need to be discussions with the Chief of Police. Mayor Smith stated he could see the potential for misuse and Mr. Mikesell stated the businesses could be self-governing. Mr. Mikesell asked if consistency is the issue then why did this not include all of Main Street and Mayor Smith explained there were only two businesses beyond the point where the restriction ends. Councilman Maloney asked what percentage of customers stayed longer than two hours and Mr. Mikesell stated it varied and also stated he doesn’t know of any of his customers getting a ticket yet but was concerned over the potential. Councilman Maloney stated there was public parking close to the building and asked if that was a problem and Mr. Mikesell that during the winter it was a concern and didn’t feel it was appropriate for the elderly customers. Mr. Mikesell once again asked the council to consider a voucher system for his customers that would be there for more than the allotted two hours. Councilman Simonson asked if it would be worthwhile to have a poll from the businesses to see what their feelings were and Mayor Smith stated this item had been brought before the Chamber and at that time everyone had agreed on this decision. Mr. Mikesell stated this was hurting some of the businesses and Mayor Smith stated this was not the intent. Mr. Mikesell stated there had to be a way to help everyone and didn’t feel the voucher system would hurt anyone. 
Councilman Day stated he had been to Dansie Dental and had seen a mother with 4 children receiving services and felt what Mr. Mikesell was saying was accurate. Mayor Smith expressed his appreciation for the presentation and stated he would speak with the Chief of Police later in the week and see if there was something they could change. 
Car Race-

Mayor Smith stated the next item on the agenda was the car race and turned the time over to the representative for the presentation. 

Frank Greenroe of Midnight Muscle Car Club, stated he was present this evening to ask permission to once again hold the car race in the city. Mr. Greenroe explained that after talking with Todd Stowell they had found him to have a conflict of interest of sorts and so Mr. Greenroe was presenting the request this year. Councilman Maloney asked if this was still planned to be over by the courthouse and Mr. Greenroe stated that was correct. Councilman Maloney asked Larry Anderson, Police Chief, if he had any concerns and Chief Anderson stated he did not have a problem with the race but stated there was no sponsor to carry insurance. Mr. Greenroe stated their club carried their own insurance company. There was a brief discussion regarding the planned events, the need to contact local businesses in the area and certain safety concerns. Mr. Dunn explained the need for the insurance from the club and possible liability issues for the city and club. Councilman Day asked if this was still being done in conjunction with Rigby Chevrolet’s car show and Mr. Greenroe stated it was his understanding there wasn’t going to be a car show this year. Mr. Greenroe stated that at this time they are not associated with the car show. Councilman Day asked if there was going to be a crew handling the clean-up after the race and Mr. Greenroe stated they had planned for this and were scheduling time to clean-up. Councilman Simonson stated he had heard the Chamber had taken over the car show and that it would be held the same day as the race. Councilman Day moved to allow the car race by the courthouse again this year. Councilman Maloney seconded. All were in favor. 
Rec Center Partnership-

Mayor Smith stated the next item on the agenda was the rec center partnership and turned the time over to the representative for the presentation. 

Craig Kawamura stated he wanted to talk about potential assistance for the recreation center. Mr. Kawamura stated the spirit of Rigby is pretty creative with the different planned events. Mr. Kawamura stated that Idaho Sports Academy was started with that same principal in mind. Mr. Kawamura stated he would like to save the facility and partner with the academy and help it grow by implementing the grass roots marketing. Mr. Kawamura explained that grass roots marketing means to get out in the community and encourage involvement like with the Stampede Days and different activities. Mr. Kawamura gave a power point presentation and explained what Idaho Sports Academy is and what it does. Mr. Kawamura explained the purpose of the academy, services and programs provided and future classes and how this benefits the community. Mr. Kawamura explained they were not planning to take anything away from the rec center but wanted to add to it and make it a better service to the community. Mr. Kawamura stated the question was why partner with the city and explained that Idaho Sports Academy would hire local employees. Mr. Kawamura stated the potential of the rec center is there but because of mis-management, finances and budgeting and with this partnership could see the memberships triple over the next 12 months. Mr. Kawamura explained how this partnership would benefit the youth, other businesses and citizens in the community. Mr. Kawamura explained his proposal as having the city lease the equipment in the current facility to the Idaho Sports Academy and in turn the academy will take over and manage all existing membership accounts. Mr. Kawamura stated in turn the city would provide the manpower to move all the equipment over to the academy location but explained this would only apply if the city intended to close the current facility. Mr. Kawamura stated the other option would be to still lease the equipment, share the building and split utility costs and city would provide for the academy to maintain the facility. Mr. Kawamura went over some of the projected costs for the transition. Mr. Kawamura stated he would like to see the council make a motion to discuss this item or meet with him and discuss the details further. Councilman Simonson referred to the $65,000 and the breakdown and asked if this breakdown was that money or in addition to that money and Mr. Kawamura stated that was where the proposed $65,000 would be spent. Councilman Simonson asked who would carry insurance on the building and Mr. Kawamura stated the academy would. Councilman Simonson asked how long the city would be responsible to pay this amount and Mr. Kawamura explained it would be for a maximum of one year. 
Councilman Simonson stated the budget was fixed and there’s no way to allot more money to the rec center at this time without re-opening the budget. Mr. Kawamura stated those are things that could be discussed and maybe find ways to wait until the next budget year for the money. Mayor Smith stated they would need to look at the finances and explained they were just starting to work on the budget for next year. Mr. Kawamura stated he understood but also didn’t want to put forth a lot of unnecessary effort. 
Other Council Business-
Mayor Smith stated the next item on the agenda was other council business and turned the time over to the council for anything they needed to disclose or discuss. 

Councilwoman Poole stated that she had attended the Airport Board meeting last Tuesday and Terry Kofoed, Board President, had given her a letter that she would like to read into record. Councilwoman Poole read the letter as follows: 

Dear Rigby City Council, 

An Airport Board meeting was held on May 26, 2009. At this meeting we chose Mr. Michael Jenkins as a replacement board member for Mr. Don Lindsay who resigned this past February. We, the members of the Board, feel Mr. Jenkins has the qualifications and ambition to make a fine addition to our board. Mr. Jenkins also meets the criteria of our Airport Bylaws and is a resident of Jefferson County. We respectfully offer his name for your consideration. 

Councilwoman Poole moved to approve the nomination of Michael Jenkins. Councilman Simonson seconded. Councilman Marriott asked if this was the Jenkins that used to live over on Claremore and Councilwoman Poole stated that was correct. All were in favor. 
Councilwoman Poole stated the Airport Board had also asked her to inquire of the city for help in finding a vehicle for transportation back and forth between the airport and the city. Councilwoman Poole stated they had also asked if this vehicle would be covered under the city’s insurance. There was a brief discussion regarding signing out a courtesy car, other airports that provide this service and insurance premium questions. Councilman Day asked if they wanted the city to buy the car and then insure it and Councilwoman Poole stated it was not real clear on that intent but thinks they would like the city to consider the idea. Mayor Smith stated he didn’t have a problem with helping the airport. Mr. Dunn suggested discussing that with the auditor during budget discussions. 
Approval of Bills-

Mayor Smith stated the next item on the agenda was the approval of bills and asked if there were any questions or concerns. 

Councilman Day referred to the payment on the sewer line and questioned if it was the one over by Kay Bishop’s office and Mrs. Kerbs stated that was correct. There was a brief discussion regarding the development and the city’s financial obligation. Councilman Day asked if this was the final payment and whether the city should hold back until the development is complete and Mike McCowin, Building Official/Public Works Director, stated he felt that would be a good idea. There was a brief discussion regarding the condition of 400 North. Mrs. Kerbs asked for clarification on the intent and Councilman Day stated he felt that only a portion of the bill should be paid until Mr. McCowin has inspected and accepted the completed work so there is some leverage for the city. There was a brief discussion regarding this invoice, speaking with HBH Engineering and withholding a retainer. Councilman Day moved to approve payment of the bills with the exception of the HBH Engineering invoice. Councilman Maloney seconded. All were in favor.

Approval of Minutes-

Mayor Smith stated the next item on the agenda was the approval of minutes and asked if there were any corrections or comments. 

Councilwoman Poole stated there was a wording issue on page 3, second line of the second paragraph and asked for a clarification. Councilwoman Poole stated there was another on page 9, paragraph 3 at the end in Mrs. Ernst’s comment where it didn’t make sense and asked for clarification. Councilman Simonson stated he believed he had asked for the meeting to be adjourned last time and asked for that correction. Councilwoman Poole moved to approve the minutes subject to the changes mentioned. Councilman Simonson seconded. All were in favor. 

Public Comment-

Mayor Smith stated the next item on the agenda was public comment and turned the time over to the audience. 

Tobe Gosner, 302 N. 4100 E., stated he was there concerning the rec center and stated he was there in March and purchased two 20-punch passes. Mr. Gosner stated one was for him and the other was for his wife. Mr. Gosner explained that when he went into the rec center recently he was told these punch passes were non-refundable. Mr. Gosner stated that he has 18 visits left and his wife has 20 visits and the paper stated they had 2 years in which to use these passes and was wondering if he could get a refund on this pass. Mr. Dunn stated he believed this issue would arise and felt it wasn’t fair to Mr. Gosner to change his lifestyle because the city changed the rules. Mr. Dunn explained the city may want to consider a case by case basis regarding refunds on punch passes. Mayor Smith asked if they would be able to use any of the pass before the end of the month and Mr. Gosner stated he didn’t believe so as they had purchased these more for the winter months. Mayor Smith asked when the passes had been purchased and Mr. Gosner stated it had been in March. Councilman Day moved to refund the money that wasn’t used by Mr. Gosner. Councilman Simonson seconded. All were in favor. 
Travis Peebles stated he wanted to talk about Mr. Kawamura’s ability to take on the rec center. Mr. Peebles stated he wanted to talk about baseball and the ability to represent the youth in the community. Mr. Peebles gave a brief explanation on what it takes to start a youth program and the volunteers needed to keep it going. Mr. Peebles explained the since Mr. Kawamura stared the academy the baseball participants are able to start training in January and therefore able to compete with players from other states. Mr. Peebles stated that Mr. Kawamura’s proposal to utilize the rec center is sound as he has the ability to make it happen. 

LaVona Young, 301 Idaho Avenue, stated she was glad the parking concerns were being addressed and felt that today’s young people don’t like to walk. Miss Young stated she likes the ideas that have come from the Idaho Sports Academy. Miss Young stated that at one time the rec center was operating in the black and suggested looking at what happened then and make sure this could continue before being subsidized further by the city. Miss Young asked the city to consider doing something with Farnsworth Way while considering the budget because of all the weeds and that being what people see when they come through Rigby. 
Rick Lamoreaux, Park/Street/Sanitation Supervisor, stated that in reference to the weed comment the city staff had done their part by mowing along that area. Mr. Lamoreaux stated there had been some more vandalism in the city park. 
Councilman Simonson moved to adjourn the meeting. Councilwoman Poole seconded. The meeting was adjourned at 8:35 p.m.
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