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City of Rigby

City Council Meeting

October 6, 2009

7:00 p.m.

Mayor Smith welcomed everyone to the meeting and turned the time over to Robin Bickmore who invited everyone to join her in the pledge of allegiance. Mayor Smith then turned the time over to Councilman Simonson who gave the prayer.

Dave Swager, Interim City Clerk, performed roll call. Those present were: Mayor Smith, Councilman Marriott, Councilman Simonson, Councilwoman Poole, Councilman Day, Councilman Blackburn and Councilman Maloney. 

Executive Session Pursuant to Idaho Code 67-2345 Subsection 1-B-Personnel-

Mayor Smith stated the next item on the agenda was executive session and stated it was a little out of order but was necessary. Mayor Smith stated that due to the amount of people present the council would just adjourn to the city break room if that was acceptable to the council. 

Councilman Day moved to enter into Executive Session pursuant to Idaho Code 67-2345 subsection 1-b regarding personnel. Councilman Blackburn seconded. On a roll call vote:


Councilman Marriott
--
yes

Councilman Blackburn
--
yes

Councilwoman Poole
--
yes 

Councilman Maloney
--
yes

Councilman Day
--
yes

Councilman Simonson
--
yes
Regular council meeting was recessed and executive session began at 7:05 p.m.

Mayor Smith closed executive session and reconvened regular council meeting at 7:15 p.m.
Appointment of New Planning and Zoning Member-

Mayor Smith stated the next item on the agenda was the appointment of a new Planning and Zoning member. Mayor Smith explained that he had been given Eric Taylor’s name for consideration and asked Mr. Taylor to come forward and give the council some information on himself. 

Eric Taylor gave educational and employment background to the council. Mr. Taylor stated he lived over on Claremore. Mr. Taylor currently works for a title company. 
Mayor Smith stated he was presenting Eric Taylor to the council for appointment to the Planning and Zoning Commission. Councilman Day moved to accept this appointment. Councilman Simonson seconded. All were in favor. 

Appointment of New City Clerk/Treasurer-

Mayor Smith stated the next item on the agenda was the appointment of a new City Clerk/Treasurer. Mayor Smith explained that Dave Swager had been filling this appointment on an interim basis and stated he would like to appoint him as permanent. 

Dave Swager gave some personal information and educational background. Mr. Swager stated he works as a control financer for Lone Pine. 

Mayor Smith stated he was presenting Dave Swager for appointment as the City Clerk/Treasurer. Councilman Simonson moved to accept this appointment. Councilman Maloney seconded. All were in favor. 
Mayor Smith took a few minutes to swear in both Dave Swager as City Clerk/Treasurer and Eric Taylor as Planning and Zoning Commissioner.

Urban Renewal Update-

Mayor Smith stated the next item on the agenda was an update from Urban Renewal and turned the time over to a representative for the presentation. 

Lucile Johnson, 127 W. 1st South, as Chairman of Urban Renewal, stated they were supposed to have final design completion presented to them at their meeting tomorrow night. Mrs. Johnson stated this would be on Keller’s schedule for the design open house. Mrs. Johnson explained these final plans needed to be presented to the city, Idaho Transportation Department and DEQ by October 14, 2009. Mrs. Johnson explained some of the meetings that had been held and some of the procedures they have gone through to get to this point. Mrs. Johnson stated that once the final plans were approved they would solicit bids for the Main Street Project. Mrs. Johnson stated that today nothing had been decided upon. Mrs. Johnson stated it was Urban Renewal’s goal to be an agency the city heard a lot about and so while they were waiting on final designs they were also working on pocket parks. Mrs. Johnson explained they had been deeded the property where the V-1 Station was located. Mrs. Johnson stated if this property was used as a pocket park and subsequently named Bennion Park then Urban Renewal could have it. Mrs. Johnson explained the purpose of pocket parks were to clean up areas and make them aesthetically pleasing. Mrs. Johnson explained some of the areas they were looking at for this purpose are by Radio Shack where an old building currently sits, a site by Broulim’s between Idaho Drug and West Wind Dental that is currently a parking alley and the property previously owned by Herb and Maxine Christensen. Mrs. Johnson explained this last piece was a serious eyesore for the city and knew that Maverik had purchased it for a store but they have grown too big for that area. Mrs. Johnson referred back to the Main Street Project will be a main project and would include pavers, trees, planters and new lamp posts. 
Councilman Blackburn asked where the Christensen property was located and Mrs. Johnson explained it was South of Family Dollar Stores, North of Napa Auto and Sudsy’s was located directly West. Councilman Blackburn referred to the Urban Renewal meeting tomorrow night and asked if the final design was approved asked when the bidding process would begin. Mrs. Johnson stated the plan submittals to the City, ITD and DEQ were supposed to take place October 14th and as long as that went smoothly the bidding process would begin shortly after that. 

Gary Williams, 175 S. 2nd West, also representing Urban Renewal, stated a few years ago the city and Urban Renewal had the idea of obtaining a helicopter to be placed in the Veteran’s Park. Mr. Williams explained they had filled out and submitted the required application to the US Army back in Michigan and also through Pocatello. Mr. Williams stated that since that time they have been accepted and put on a waiting list. Mr. Williams explained that he had talked with Jeanne Kerbs a few weeks ago about locating the application and since she no longer worked for the city he had asked Mr. Swager to look for it. Mr. Williams explained that Mr. Swager had been unable to locate the application. Mr. Williams explained that Urban Renewal was standing the expense but had heard the city was no longer interested in obtaining this helicopter. Mr. Williams explained he was present this evening to see if the city was in fact interested. Mayor Smith stated it was his understanding there had been no change in the city position on supporting this project. 
Mr. Williams stated that while he was present this evening he would extend his appreciation to the city for the help and support with the Veteran’s Memorial. Mr. Williams explained that Rick Lamoreaux, Park/Street/Sanitation Supervisor, and Mark Later, City Employee, had come over and spent several hours digging trenches for the power and wanted to make sure they were thanked. Mayor Smith stated the city needed to also thank Mr. Williams for all the work and time he has put in on the Veteran’s Memorial as well. 

School District #251-Bond Election-

Mayor Smith stated the next item on the agenda was the school bond election and turned the time over to Superintendent Ron Tolman for his presentation. 

Ron Tolman, 322 N. 4410 E., stated he was present this evening to inform the council of their intent to seek a $45 million bond for the construction of a new high school. Mr. Tolman distributed a brochure to the Mayor and council and referred to it as he made his presentation. Mr. Tolman went over the need; the increase in the number of students and stated this was something discussed when the last bond was passed. Mr. Tolman stated they knew they needed to address capacity issues and had looked at going year-round, doing split-sessions or even adding on and the best long-term solution seems to be a new high school. Mr. Tolman explained a high school could be built so the capacity would continue on down. Mr. Tolman stated the need is basically for student space and again the solution is building a high school. Mr. Tolman went over the benefits of building a high school, convert the old high school to a seventh (7th) through eighth (8th) grade facility with a Middle School/Junior High concept and move those two grades there, leaving the sixth (6th) grade in the Middle School and split the fifth (5th) graders in the area K-5 schools and this would alleviate a lot of the congestion for the school district as a whole. Mr. Tolman explained they would also use some of this money to make improvements to some of the existing schools. Mr. Tolman stated the current economy brought construction costs very low and bond rates are at an all time low as well and that means huge savings for the district. Mr. Tolman stated that so many things came together right now that the board felt it would be irresponsible of them to not take a look at this. Mr. Tolman explained these projections were based upon a flat tax base which means this scenario assumes that Jefferson County’s market tax value will not increase over the next twenty (20) years. 
Councilman Blackburn referred to this QSCB bond Mr. Tolman spoke about with the zero percent and asked what the typical bond rates were when Southfork Elementary or even Midway Middle School were constructed. Mr. Tolman stated Southfork was around 4%. Councilman Blackburn asked if that was what it has usually been and Mr. Tolman stated that some of the bonds have been as high as 9.4%. Councilman Blackburn stated he appreciated the clarification and agreed that if there was a time when these lower interest rates could be taken advantage of they needed to. Councilman Blackburn stated there was an increase in the overall school body but asked what the capacity of this new school would be and Mr. Tolman stated it would be 1,500 at 86% capacity. Mr. Tolman explained this meant they could add another 200 students without seriously impacting the educational structure. Mr. Tolman stated that once the school was to that size they didn’t want to go any bigger but would rather look at a second high school. Councilman Blackburn stated that if the construction bids came in $5 to $8 million lower would there be considerations for a larger school. Mr. Tolman stated that if they built a school of this size and there was extra money then there might be a few garnishments for the school but not many. Councilman Blackburn asked if there would be a problem using the additional money on something other than the construction of the new school and Mr. Tolman stated it would depend on how you worded the bond. Mr. Tolman explained previous bonds compared to this one being proposed. Mr. Tolman stated this bond would have to be for capital improvements and explained this meant it couldn’t be used to buy books or pay teachers. Councilman Day asked if there was a proposed location for this new high school and Mr. Tolman explained it would be close to the current location as the district own property to both the East and South. Mr. Tolman stated there was also access to the city water and sewer at that location as well. Mr. Tolman stated they could use the same football field and track, possibly share the same parking lot and explained this would help cut costs wherever they could. Councilman Simonson asked what would happen to the current junior high and Mr. Tolman stated he didn’t feel the board is going to rush into any decision regarding that right now. Mr. Tolman stated they felt they may need to use this building longer than originally planned and committed to not allow this building to become an eyesore. Mr. Tolman stated the bond was up for election on November 7, 2009 and encouraged everyone to go out and vote. 
Interfund Transfers-

Mayor Smith stated the next item on the agenda was interfund transfers and turned the time over to Dave Swager, City Clerk/Treasurer, for his presentation. 

Mr. Swager referred to documents in the council packets and explained he had met with the Ted Hendricks and Rick Miller from the wastewater treatment budget program. Mr. Swager explained this project was coming to a close with the funding coming in at $10,235,000 and stated the city had committed $1,400,000 to this project and Mr. Hendricks noted on his footnote that $275,000 was to be committed from the general fund, $390,000 from the sewer construction fund and $750,000 from the sewer revenue fund for a total of $1,415,000. Mr. Swager stated he had been informed by Mr. Hendricks that now was the time to make that transfer out of the general fund and the sewer construction fund into the sewer revenue fund. Mr. Swager stated there would need to be a motion from the council to approve those transfers. Councilman Maloney moved to approve the transfers as outlined by Mr. Swager. Councilman Blackburn seconded. All were in favor. 
Mr. Swager said he had met with Shari Poulsen, City Auditor, the other day and explained that Mrs. Poulsen would like to address the city recreation fund. Mr. Swager explained the recreation center has been closed and this fund closed out. Mr. Swager referred to some documents in the council packets and stated the final accounting of the recreation fund was detailed there and shows a deficit of $211,077.44 Mr. Swager stated this fund was already in a deficit of $138,000 from prior years and $78,630 deficit from the current year. Mr. Swager stated the final numbers showed the deficit as $210,951.42. Mr. Swager explained this fund needs to be brought to a zero and closed. Mr. Swager stated he was recommending a transfer from the general fund to the recreation fund for $210,951.42 to close out the recreation fund as per the request of the city auditor. Councilman Blackburn moved to approve the transfer as outlined by Mr. Swager to close out the recreation fund. Councilwoman Poole seconded. All were in favor. 
Other Council Business-

Mayor Smith stated the next item on the agenda was other council business and turned the time over to the council for anything they needed to discuss or disclose. 
Mayor Smith acknowledged the scouts in the audience and asked if they were working on a merit badge. An unidentified youth stated they were there working on the citizenship in the community merit badge. 

Mayor Smith stated he wanted to announce the ribbon cutting ceremony out at the new wastewater treatment plant on Thursday, October 8, 2009 at 2:00 p.m. Mayor Smith extended an invitation to the council and audience. 

Councilman Marriott stated he has received several phone calls regarding the city utility bills. Councilman Marriott stated that several people were receiving them this week around the 5th or so and the due date is the 10th. Councilman Marriott suggested moving the due date to the 15th so the people would not be charged late fees. Mayor Smith stated he had brought this up with Judy Bridges, Deputy Clerk/Utility Billing Clerk, and thought it had already been changed to make the due date the 20th. Councilman Marriott stated the question had been asked where the $5 late fee went and asked if this went to the general fund. Mr. Swager stated the late fee was prorated and distributed between the three enterprise funds. 
Councilman Day stated an item had been tabled at the last meeting for Mike Jaglowski of Keller Associates regarding the sewer line study and asked if this could be placed on the agenda for the next meeting. Mayor Smith asked Mr. Swager to make a note of this for the next agenda.
Approval of Bills-

Mayor Smith stated the next item on the agenda was the approval of bills and asked if there were any questions or concerns. 

Mayor Smith asked Mr. Swager to explain the copies of check register. Mr. Swager stated that enclosed in the council packets were not only an eight page listing of the bills to be approved but also there was a check register showing all checks issued through the month of September 2009. Mr. Swager explained this was being included as a reference for what has been previously paid so if there was ever a question about if something was paid last month. Councilman Day referred to the reimbursable expenses for engineering and asked how this expense was tracked and Mr. Swager stated they go into different line items and explained that Mike McCowin, Building Official/Public Works Director, turns in the invoices and Paula Sessions, Planning and Zoning Administrator/Public Works Assistant, keeps track and bills those as needed and stated there is money coming in from those. Councilman Day stated there was a good tracking system on that expense and Mr. Swager indicated there was. Councilman Day moved to approve payment of the bills. Councilman Simonson seconded. All were in favor. 
Approval of Minutes-

Mayor Smith stated the next item on the agenda was approval of minutes and asked if there were any corrections or additions. 

Councilman Marriott referred to page 6, in the middle paragraph, there was a type with the word cully that needed to be fully. Councilman Marriott referred to page 7, under executive session, there was a typo with the word wised that needed to be wished. Councilwoman Poole moved to approve the minutes as corrected. Councilman Marriott seconded. Councilman Blackburn and Councilman Maloney abstained from voting. All others were in favor. 
Public Comment-

Mayor Smith stated the next item on the agenda was public comment and turned the time over to the audience. 

Carol Brady, 525 K Street, Idaho Falls, stated that she owns rental property in Rigby and was concerned over the changes for payment of the utility bill and landlords having to pay a deposit. Mrs. Brady said the payment of the deposit is not easy to come up with. Mrs. Brady asked if there was something she could do to make that easier and explained that when she inquired at the office they informed her she would need to address the council. Mrs. Brady stated another concern she has is people use the water bill as proof of residency to obtain and they no longer have a bill. Mrs. Brady stated all the news listed on the bills like city clean up day, snow plow days are things they need and don’t get. Mayor Smith stated that clean-up days and snow days are advertised in the Jefferson Star as well. Mayor Smith referred to the deposit and said they have worked out a payment plan with some of the landlords. Mrs. Brady asked who she could talk to and Mayor Smith asked her to please get with Dave Swager, City Clerk/Treasurer. Mayor Smith asked Mrs. Brady if she also paid the electricity bill and Mrs. Brady stated she did not and explained this was the responsibility of the tenant. Mayor Smith stated that bill could also be used to establish proof of residency. Mrs. Brady explained she was having problems with the bills because the service date never matched the right timeframe and was causing issues for her collection from tenants. Mrs. Brady explained this had caused her a lot of late fees and asked for assistance with that because it was the confusion in the bills that caused the late fees. Mayor Smith asked how much was in late fees and Mrs. Brady said she wasn’t sure but knew it to be around $50. Mayor Smith stated that if she agreed to take care of the balance within a week the city would reduce the late fees by half for her. Mrs. Brady asked who she would need to speak to and Mayor Smith referred her again to Mr. Swager. Councilman Blackburn stated that in regards to the late fees he felt that Mrs. Brady would need to get the information together and come before the council as an agenda item so the council could sanction the city reducing that amount by half. Amy Sheets, acting City Attorney, stated she would suggest this be handled in writing and added as other council business. Mrs. Brady agreed to submit a letter with documentation to Mr. Swager for council review. 
Rick Lamoreaux, Park/Street/Sanitation Supervisor, explained to the council there had already been one clean-up day that was quite successful and stated there was another planned for October 17th. 

Lucile Johnson, 127 W 1st South, asked when the South Park would be closed and Mr. Lamoreaux stated would be November 1st. There was a brief discussion regarding pedestrian access would continue but vehicular access would be restricted. 

Councilman Marriott referred to when he was on the council with Mayor Madsen and stated that Lloyd Gneiting was the City Clerk at that time and he’s present in the room this evening. Councilman Marriott stated that Mr. Gneiting had been an excellent clerk and was in his 90s. 

Mayor Smith asked for any other public comment. No further comments were given. 

Councilman Simonson moved to adjourn the meeting. Councilman Blackburn seconded. All were in favor. The meeting was adjourned at 8:20 p.m. 
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