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City of Rigby
Planning & Zoning Meeting Minutes

August 14, 2008

7:00 p.m.

Those present: Commissioners Dee Johnson, Gerd Zimmermann, Wade Hirschi, Miriam Ogden, Kenny Smith, and Robin Dunn, P&Z Attorney (came late). Those absent: Commissioner Munson.

Commissioner Zimmermann acted as Chairperson and called the meeting to order at 7:13 p.m. 

Commissioner Zimmermann asked if there were any conflicts of interest. No conflicts of interest were stated.

Commissioner Zimmermann asked if there were any ex parte communications. No ex parte communications were stated. 

Commissioner Zimmermann stated the next item on the agenda was the approval of the July 10, 2008 minutes and asked if there were any questions, concerns or corrections. Commissioner Hirschi moved to approve the minutes as presented. Commissioner Ogden seconded. All were in favor. 

Appeal-Webster Potato-
Commissioner Zimmermann stated the next item on the agenda was an appeal by Webster Potato and asked Paula Sessions, Planning and Zoning Assistant, to come forward and explain what they were appealing. 

Paula Sessions, Planning and Zoning Assistant, stated she had received a phone call from a young lady wanting to lease a building over by Webster Produce. Mrs. Sessions stated after speaking with this woman she found the use was intended as commercial but the building was in an area zoned as industrial so it could not be allowed. Mrs. Sessions stated she received a phone call from Mr. Webster later that day to discuss the situation. Mrs. Sessions stated she had explained the same thing to Mr. Webster and he didn’t agree and asked what could be done and that she had told him he could appeal her decision to the board and that is why they were having this meeting this evening. 
Commissioner Zimmermann turned the time over to a representative for their presentation. 

Jonathon Webster, representing Webster Potato, 182 S. Railroad, came forward and stated the building they wanted to rent out is located at 259 E. 1st South. Mr. Webster stated for the past eight years this building had been a church, prior to that it was a veterinary office, prior to that had been a barber’s shop and for the past six months it had been a sales office for an inventor. Commissioner Smith interjected and asked if this building had ever been used as an industrial use in the time that Webster Potato has owned it and Mr. Webster stated it has been a church the whole time they have owned it except the last six months. 
Gina Pfeifer, 4123 E 240 N, stated the business she would like to have in this building would be a scrapbook, fabric and home décor type shop. Ms. Pfeifer stated this would be very low key and nothing too exciting. 
Mr. Webster came back up and said the building is actually too small to do anything industrial and that even if Ms. Pfeifer doesn’t rent the building it will continue to be an issue. Commissioner Johnson asked what this building was surrounded by and Mr. Webster stated there was farm ground on one side and a dirt road separating the building from the settling ponds on the other side. 
Commissioner Smith stated this was a commercial building and had been since before Webster Potato purchased it and felt it should be allowed to remain as such. Commissioner Zimmermann stated the new zoning regulations required something different now than what it used to and so things had to be handled differently. Commissioner Zimmermann stated he felt this should be grandfathered as commercial and explained this way they could remain commercial until the end of time as long as it wasn’t sold and is made industrial it can never go back to commercial. Commissioner Smith moved to allow a grandfathered commercial right on the building. Commissioner Johnson seconded. All were in favor.
Commissioner Johnson stated that before they adjourned he had some things he wanted to discuss with the board. Commissioner Johnson talked about the possibility of having business licenses for all the businesses in Rigby and suggested getting additional information from surrounding cities. There was a brief discussion regarding how the business licenses would be handled and what benefits the city would have by issuing them. There was a brief discussion regarding implementing licenses and monitoring area businesses. 
Commissioner Johnson stated the next thing he wanted to look at was connection fees. Mrs. Sessions explained that currently the connection for a ¾ inch line was the same cost as a 2 inch line. There was a brief discussion on what could be done to change that and what current city code stated regarding connection fees. There was a brief discussion on the impact fees and how those needed to be addressed. Mr. Dunn interjected stated that procedurally this was done incorrectly and so the process needed to be started over from the beginning. 
Commissioner Hirschi moved to adjourn the meeting. Commissioner Smith seconded. The meeting was adjourned at 7:43 p.m. 
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