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City of Rigby

Planning and Zoning Meeting

Work Session Only 

November 10, 2011
7:00 p.m.
Those present were: Chairperson Orme, Commissioner Bennett (came late), Commissioner Richardson, Commissioner Taylor and Commissioner Warner. Those absent: Commissioner Brown. 

Chairperson Orme called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. and turned the time over to Paula Sessions, Planning and Zoning Administrator, to conduct the work session. 

Mrs. Sessions stated they were present this evening to work on the R-2 requirements once again. Mrs. Sessions explained that per the prior meeting she had changed the set-backs to match those contained within the R-1 zone. Mrs. Sessions asked if everyone had reviewed the document and whether or not there was further discussion or revisions. There was a brief discussion regarding the increase of lot size for the multi-family dwellings. Mrs. Sessions stated the proposed minimum would be the same as that required within the R-1 Zone for single family homes and explained it went up from there depending on the number of units proposed for a single lot. There was a brief discussion regarding the building coverage allowed per lot and the minimum living area per dwelling. Commissioner Warner stated there were rental homes in Rigby that had less living area than this and served a purpose to the people who rented them. Commissioner Richardson stated that if you took the lot size and the number of units and the minimum living space it came to less than the requirement. It was decided to remove both the building coverage and the minimum living area from the requirement list. There was a brief discussion regarding open space requirements and how this pertained to R-2 developments currently in existence within the City. There was a brief discussion regarding sidewalks within residential areas. There was an in-depth discussion regarding the grassy strip between curb and sidewalk. It was decided for the purpose of health and safety for pedestrians to keep the sidewalk off set from the curb. There was considerable discussion about the distance between the sidewalk and curb and the benefits of various placements. It was decided to have ten feet (10’) between the back of curb and the edge of sidewalk. 
The next item for discussion was the on-street versus off-street parking. Mrs. Sessions stated that she did not feel there needed to be any on-street parking in R-2 zones due to the high number of cars parked in other R-2 areas. There was a brief discussion regarding the potential financial impact restricting parking to off-street would have in R-2 developments. There was a discussion on HOAs and how they are enforced at the city responsibility in developments. There was a brief discussion on the number of required parking spaces per unit and whether the garage should count as a parking space or not. Commissioner Richardson stated he felt that if a visitor came or the tenant had a birthday party it would not be reasonable to have everyone park off the street. Commissioner Bennett stated that where he lives the street is very narrow and on holidays or special occasions he and his neighbors do not have enough room in their driveways for all the visitors and explained the police have come over several times with complaints regarding all the cars on the street. Commissioner Bennett went on to explain these problems exist in R-1 areas too. 
Discussion continued on wider streets, allowing parking and off-street requirements. It was decided to increase the number of on-lot parking spaces from 1.5 to 2 and to allow on-street parking as long as the road width was no less than 48 feet. 

The next item for discussion was the water and sewer connections. There was a brief discussion regarding the definition of apartments versus townhomes or condos for the purpose of connecting into the water or sewer systems. It was decided that when the building is an apartment the building will have one water and one sewer connection and be billed at the current rate plus adjustments for additional units with the understanding that the units are to remain under a single ownership. In the case of townhomes or condos where the units could be sold individually they would need to have separate water and sewer connections. 

Mrs. Sessions stated that she would type up the revisions and make the necessary corrections appear redlined so the commissioners could easily identify the changes and would have them ready for final approval at their next meeting. 

The work session was adjourned at 8:46 p.m. 
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