City of Rigby
Annual Drinking Water Quality Report
September 2003

We are pleased to present our 2002 water quality report. Distribution of this annual report is a
requirement by law under the 1996 amendments of the Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA). The
purpose of this Consumer Confidence Report is to notify the public of the previous year’s
drinking water quality. In order to ensure your safety, the City follows a drinking water
sampling schedule overseen by the Idaho Department of Environmental Quality which monitors
for over 80 constituents that may be present in public water systems.

Where Does Your Water Come From

The City of Rigby obtains its drinking water from the Snake River Plain aquifer through three
wells located throughout the City. Water is provided to the residents of Rigby through
approximately 1100 residential service connections and 300 business service connections. The
water pumped from the Snake River Plain aquifer is of high quality, and minimal treatment is
needed because of the high level of natural filtration the water receives as it flows through the
ground.

How Do Contaminants Get Into the Water?

Contaminants are anything other than pure water. Both tap water and bottled water originate as
surface water from rivers and lakes or as ground water from springs and wells. As water travels
over the surface of land or through the ground, it dissolves naturally occurring minerals and, in
some cases, radioactive material. Water also picks up wastes from both human and animal
activities. Filtration becomes important for removing many of these potential contaminants.
Because of the potential for groundwater to contain high levels of contaminants, monitoring of
the drinking water is important to ensure it is safe to drink. It is reasonable to expect drinking
water to contain at least small amounts of some contaminants. The presence of contaminants
does not necessarily indicate a health risk. More information about contaminants and potential
health effects can be obtained by calling the City’s Public Works Department at 745-8111 or the
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Safe Drinking Water Hotline (1-800-426-4791).

Contaminants that may be present include:
Microbial contaminants such as bacteria, viruses, and protozoa are very small living creatures
that may be natural and harmless, or harmful if originating from septic systems, agricultural

livestock operations or wildlife.

Inorganic contaminants such as heavy metals, can be naturally occurring or can result from
urban storm water runoff or industrial or domestic wastewater discharges.

Pesticides and herbicides may come from agricultural and residential uses.

Radioactive contaminants are naturally occurring.



Organic chemical contaminants include synthetic and volatile organic chemicals which are by-
products of industrial processes and petroleum production and can also come from gas stations,
urban stormwater runoff, and septic systems.

Your Drinking Water Quality

The attached table shows some of the constituents that are monitored in public drinking water
systems. During the 2002 sampling year, your drinking water has been tested for nitrate and
total coliform bacteria. The presence of total coliform bacteria in drinking water is an indication
of the presence of potential health-harming bacteria. For the year 2002, routine testing showed
no indication of the presence of total coliforms in your drinking water.

Health Information

Some people may be more vulnerable to contaminants in drinking water than the general
population. ~ Immuno-compromised persons such as persons with cancer undergoing
chemotherapy, persons who have undergone organ transplants, people with HIV/AIDS or other
immune system disorders, some elderly, and infants can be particularly at risk from infections.
These people should seek advice about drinking water from their health care providers.
EPA/CDC guidelines on appropriate means to lessen the risk of infection by Cryptosporidium
and other microbial contaminants are available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline (1-800-
426-4791). EPA ensures that tap water is safe to drink, by writing regulations that limits both
natural and man made contaminants. We treat our water according to both state and federal
regulations.

Community Participation

The City of Rigby encourages public participation in decisions regarding drinking water. If you
have comments or concerns, please let us know by calling the City Hall at 745-8111 or attending
our monthly City Council meetings at the City Hall building on the first and third Tuesday of
every month at 7:30 p.m..

Este informe contiene informaciéon muy importante sobre su agua beber. Tradizcalo 6
hable con alguien que lo entienda bien.
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