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PHOTO 12.1: The Tank at Rigby Park and Fairgrounds

CHAPTER 12 
 

PARKS & RECREATION 
 

INTRODUCTION 
Adequate amounts of appropriately located recreation facilities 
and permanently committed open spaces are becoming more 
necessary and important as the City develops.   
 
The usage of the parks and recreation areas in the City will 
increase as gasoline costs rise and as picnic areas within the 
outlying areas become more saturated. 
 
Recreation areas should be considered as part of a system, not 
as unrelated areas.  Each portion of the system plays a definite 
role in the entire plan.  It has been stated many times that 
recreation in Rigby and Jefferson County is critically important 
to the economy, but is also a sensitive and contentious issue.  It 
has been noted that there are mixed feelings among the local 
population regarding results of expanded recreation user 
numbers, with the associated economic advantages, as 
compared with the quiet enjoyment of the life style which has 
predominated the area in the past.   
 
The natural beauty of the rivers, assets for fishing and hunting, 
and proximity to popular National Forests and National Parks, 
contribute to making the recreation based activities within 
Jefferson County and the City of Rigby highly attractive.  As 
the population in counties adjacent to Jefferson County have 
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increased, the recreational use of Rigby's Parks and Recreation 
Facilities has also increased.  
    
Water-based recreational activities in Jefferson County are 
mainly limited to fishing.   Land based activities include, but 
are not limited to: camping, hiking, mountain biking, birding, 
hunting, snowmobiling, snowshoeing, snowboarding, downhill 
and cross county skiing. Grand Targhee Ski Area is accessed 
from adjacent Teton County. 
 
The City of Rigby's residents consider parks and recreation 
facilities to be significant factors contributing to the overall 
quality of life within the City.  By providing open space, 
constructive leisure opportunities and recreational experiences 
and programs, the City hopes to contribute to the total health of 
the individual which benefits the entire community.   
 
Population projections anticipate continuing growth, further 
necessitating parks, park improvements and recreation 
facilities.  Finally, a proper planned system of open space and 
recreation lands can help reduce the impacts of transitioning 
from a rural to a more urban environment.   
 
Providing park and recreation facilities includes the acquisition 
and development of land.  It also requires the funding and 
ongoing operation and maintenance of developed facilities.  
Existing funding sources are limited and will be stretched to 
meet the demand of hundreds of new residents by the year 
2020.  Park acquisition, development and maintenance are 
funded primarily through property tax revenue and user fees.  
These revenues are not always stable and these activities must 

compete with other basic City services for funding.  Impact 
fees are currently an option for additional recreation funding. 
 
In the City of Rigby area, quasi-public and private 
organizations (e.g. service and church organizations) play an 
important part in providing open space and recreation 
resources. 
 
 

 
PHOTO 12.2: Rigby Lake/Jefferson County Lake 
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PARKLAND CATEGORIES 
Different parks provide different recreational opportunities and 
services. As identified below, parks can be classified into one 
of six general categories: playground, neighborhood, and 
community.  
 
Playground (mini-park) provides for young children. 
Structures such as swings, merry-go-rounds and the like are 
located here. This park's primary function is to provide an 
active area for the preschool to early grade-school-aged 
children of the neighborhood. These parks are usually two 
acres in size or smaller and are within five minutes walking 
time. 
  
Neighborhood Parks provide a combination of active and 
passive recreation opportunities for all age groups in a defined 
neighborhood. The park should be centrally located and 
provide some forms of passive recreation. such as picnic areas, 
shade trees or walking areas. They range in size from two to 
five acres and are within 1/2-mile maximum walking distance.  
 
Community Parks provide a wide range of passive and active 
recreational opportunities for an entire community. An 
important asset for a community park is a focal point to attract 
users and to provide a special identity to the park. Community 
parks are more intensely developed offering facilities to satisfy 
the needs of all age groups. Good auto access and parking must 
be provided. The park should be developed and maintained for 
intensive use. Often these parks are in conjunction with a 
school facility and range from five to ten acres and are within 
1/2 mile from the primary Neighborhoods.  

 
The City of Rigby has several parks in the City that are used 
almost continuously during the summer months for all manner 
or recreational activities. These contain picnic shelters and 
playground areas with swings and rides for children, as well as 
ball diamonds for Babe Ruth, Little League and softball games. 
 
 

 
PHOTO 12.3: Directional Signage to Rigby City Park 
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The Rigby City Park is located off Main Street in Rigby.  This 
park has restroom facilities, playground equipment and 
wonderful picnic areas.  It hosts several community event 
throughout the year and has the geographical advantage of 
being near Rigby's central business district. 
 
 
Ideally, every neighborhood in the City would have a park with 
a playground and a playfield.  Where possible, future parks 
should be clustered with schools to maximize their use and 
reduce operating expenses.  This also improves the opportunity 
for supervision of activities.    Currently, the City of Rigby 
does not require mandatory dedications of parkland.  These 
lands are currently acquired through donations, or purchases.  
Rigby is exploring the need for new neighborhood parks and is 
aggressively developing facilities. 
 
Specialty Parks provide a special type of recreational 
opportunity. Examples are golf courses, historic sites and 
swimming pools.  
 
Linear Parks are corridors of land which provide public 
access between different locations for recreational or 
transportation purposes. Improvements can include facilities to 
aid walking, hiking and bicycling and rest stations. An example 
of this category would be the development of a Greenbelt. The 
natural areas of tree growth along a creek or river and its 
tributaries could be preserved as natural Green Belts.  There 
has also been a desire expressed to create a public pathway 
system along the river. 
 

FUTURE CONDITIONS 
Population forecasts indicate an increased local demand for 
additional parks, open space and recreation programs. The 
Snake River and the National Parks will continue to attract 
more tourists to Jefferson County and Rigby. Likewise, 
recreation and fitness trends indicate more time will be devoted 
to leisure and health.  Quality of life issues are driving decision 
making in this generation.  
 
Therefore it will be necessary to improve and maintain parks 
and special facilities to locally determined standards. Parks and 
facilities will require modifications and improvements to meet 
handicap accessibility. Senior citizens are an important part of 
the community and their recreational opportunities need to be 
adequately addressed.  
 

 
FORECAST NEEDS 
National park standards suggest a parklands system of six to 
ten acres of developed open space per 1,000 population.  
 
The City has recently called for studying the need for 
additional neighborhood and community parks throughout the 
City of Rigby. New facilities that are needed include sports 
fields, courts and picnic areas.  
 
Bicycle popularity for recreation and commuting purposes has 
increased so that it is second only to the private vehicle as a 
"form of transportation. An emerging need is developing in 
Rigby for a well-designed interconnecting network of bike 
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trails which connects parks and recreation facilities, open 
space, schools and employment centers.  
 
Funding sources, such as general obligation bonds, user fees, 
impact fees or in-lieu of fees should be considered for new 
park developments.  

 
 

TRAILWAYS  
There should be a system of trails established throughout 
Rigby and Jefferson County and along the Snake River.  These 
areas will benefit the City of Rigby in accommodating hikers, 
fisherman and horseback riding.  

 
The American Association of State Highway and 
Transportation Officials (AASHTO) states in its "Guide for the 
Development of Bicycle Facilities":  
 
"Increasingly transportation officials throughout the United 
States are recognizing the bicycle as a viable transportation 
mode. While recreational cycling is still the primary use of 
bicycles in this country, the number of people using bicycles 
for commuting and other travel purposes has been increasing 
since the early 1970's. Nationwide people are recognizing the 
energy efficiency, cost effectiveness, health benefits and 
environmental advantages of bicycling. "  
 
Bicyclists have the same mobility needs as every other user of 
the transportation system as their primary means of access to 
jobs, services and recreational activities. Planning for existing 

and potential bicycle use should be integrated into the overall 
transportation planning process.  
  
Successful bikeway and walkway plans are integrated into the 
overall transportation plan of a City, region, or state. They 
reflect the mobility and access needs of a community, and are 
placed in a wider context than simple movement of people and 
goods. Issues such as land use, energy, the environment and 
livability are important factors.  
 
Bikeway and walkway planning undertaken apart from 
planning for other modes can lead to a viewpoint that these 
facilities are not integral to the transportation plan. If bikeways 
and walkways are regarded as amenities, bicycling and walking 
may not receive sufficient consideration in the competition for 
financial resources and available right-of-way. ODOT proposes 
a comprehensive vision for establishing bikeway and walkway 
networks. 
  
ODOT has adopted a comprehensive concept in designing 
bikeway and walkway systems based on the premise that the 
public right-of-way should serve all users; people riding 
bicycles or walking need to use the same facilities that provide 
access and mobility to motorists (AASHTO).  
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PHOTO 12.4: Jefferson Hills Golf Course 

 
    
 
 
 

 
GOLF FACILITIES 
There are three golf courses in the area that are accessible by 
the residents of the City of Rigby.  These include Jefferson 
Hills, Cedar Park as well as the miniature course at the Riot 
Zone. 
 
 
SKI FACILITIES 
The City of Rigby has access to fine skiing facilities for those 
interested in skiing.  Kelly Canyon is only a few minutes drive 
and is accessible for winter as well a summertime recreation 
opportunities. 
 
 
JEFFERSON COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS 
This fairground is approximately 13 acres.  The various clubs 
and organizations use the buildings and maintain and pay the 
electricity bill for the use thereof.  This facility is used yearly 
for fair purposes, and is located to the south of Rigby. 
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PHOTO 12.5: Riot Zone Commercial Signage 

 
 

SENIOR CITIZEN FACILITIES 
There is a Senior Citizen Center located on Farnsworth Way in 
Rigby.  This center has been active in the Meals on Wheels 
program and has provided programs and recreational 
opportunities to the seniors of Rigby and Jefferson County.  
The seniors regularly publish their schedule of activities and 
are always seeking new participation. 
 

 
PHOTO 12.6: The Riot Zone and Corn Maze 

(Terry Kofoed Photo) 
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GOALS AND POLICIES 
 

Recreation, Parks and Open Space Goal Statement 
"To provide parks, recreational and open space opportunities 

to meet neighborhood and community demands and whose 
frequent use is encouraged through design and placement." 

 
 

 
Policy No. 1 The City should continue to identify potential 
parks. recreation and open space sites and develop a Parks 
Master Plan.  
 
Policy No. 2 Park master plans should be developed concurrent 
with park acquisition. These plans should be reviewed 
annually.  
 
Policy No. 3 The City should prioritize existing park needs so 
that acquisition and development begins in areas with the 
greatest deficiency when fiscally possible.  
 
Policy No. 4 The City should encourage the dedication of 
public parkland through land donations, cash contributions or 
other compensations.  

 
Policy No. 5 The City should continue to evaluate user-fees for 
recreational facilities.  
 
Policy No. 6 The parks master plan should be developed in 
conjunction with the trail network plan.  
 
 Policy No. 7 Parks should be designed to provide for multiple 
uses. These uses should be compatible with adjacent uses.  
 
Policy No. 8 The City should continue to seek federal, state, 
and private funds and volunteer assistance to keep facility 
development and program costs as affordable as possible.  
 
Policy No. 9 The City should continue to use cooperative 
agreements with the school district and other agencies to 
provide parks,  recreation, and open space lands.  
 
Policy No. 10 The City should strive to provide recreation 
opportunities for the disabled and physically challenged.  
 
Policy No. 11 The City should involve volunteers and citizens 
support groups in the implementation of recreation programs.  
 
Policy No. 12 The City should encourage new development to 
consider greenways, bicycle paths or pedestrian access to 
public parks and links between parks, schools, and 
neighborhoods.  
 

PARKS AND RECREATION GOALS 
1.  To encourage the preservation of recreational, historical, 
archeological and architectural landmark areas of the County 
for the beneficial use of future generations. 
2.  Encourage promotion and coordination of the development 
of the recreational opportunities and facilities. 
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Policy No. 13 Land that has been acquired for park purposes 
should not be used for any other purpose unless the use is 
temporary and is compatible with park use.  
 
Policy No. 14 The City should encourage pathways in 
developing areas that will connect with local and regional 
pathways and open space.  
 
Policy No. 15 The City should consider the potential of all 
City-owned property for open space and parks before it is 
declared to be surplus.  
 
Policy No. 16 The City should encourage private initiative to 
develop open space and recreation opportunities.  

 
 

 

  
 
 


