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PHOTO 4.1: Philo T. Farnsworth 

CHAPTER 4 
 

POPULATION AND DEMOGRAPHICS 
 

he City of Rigby has experienced a pattern of steady 
growth over the past 15 years.  The City has a historic 
population growth pattern, which has shown alternate 
decades of increase and decrease of total population, 

until the 1980’s, which experienced an increase rather than the 
historical decrease.   
 
In the decade from 1990 to 2004 the City of Rigby population 
increased from 2,681 persons to 3,012 persons.  Adjusted 
census figures for 2004 estimate the City population at over 
3,100 persons.  The City of Rigby is the largest City in 
Jefferson County. 
 
The growth rate outside of the community is of concern and 
has been identified as the number one issue City residents see 
as needing to be addressed by planners and City leadership 
inside the impact area.  Fears of groundwater contamination 
outside the city limits that could potentially impact the City's 
water supply will continue to be an issue for the City and the 
County.   
 
This significant change in the historical growth trends for the 
City and County and will continue to have an impact upon 
services and facilities being provided to the City of Rigby 
residents. 
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The current changes in population growth trends are expected 
to continue for the City.  The City is projecting a steady 5 to 6 
percent growth rate over the next 20 year planning period.  
 
POPULATION CHARACHTERISTICS 
Attracting and retaining people to live, work, raise a family, 
and retire underlies the economic growth of any region. 
Population growth is both a cause--and a consequence--of 
economic growth. Patterns of population growth and change 
reflect differences among regions to attract and retain people 
both as producers and consumers in their economy. 
 
The following graphs offer a broad overview of trends in the 
pattern of population growth and change of Jefferson County 
with comparisons to Idaho and the nation. The data used are 
those compiled by the Bureau of Economic Analysis, U.S. 
Department of Commerce. 
 

 
FIGURE 4.1: Jefferson County Population Growth 

The following graph indicates the total population growth in 
Jefferson County as compares to the State of Idaho and the 
United States: 
 

 
FIGURE 4.2: Jefferson County Population compared to the State and Nation 

 
 
Jefferson County is well above the national growth rate and not 
far behind the State of Idaho.  This supports thee observation of 
the Western United States continuing to be high growth states 
for the foreseeable future.  The following graph indicates the 
annual growth rates over the past three decades as compared to 
the state and nation. 
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FIGURE 4.3: Jefferson County Growth compared to State &Nation by Decade 

 
It is important to note that while the decline in population 
experienced by the City and County in the 1980's has been 
reversed, most of the indicated growth has not been within the 
city limits.  In fact, of the 4,244 new county residents since 
1990, only 331 moved into the City of Rigby. 
 
It is easy to see that the City of Rigby has not grown as fast as 
Jefferson County as new residents have chosen to build just 
outside the City limits.  This trend over the last 15 years 
recognizes almost unrestrained sprawl.  The County is working 
on amendments to County ordinances that would encourage 
infill development within the incorporated boundaries of Cities.  
This would drastically reduce the cost of providing services 
within the county over the long term. 
 

 
FIGURE 4.4: Percent change by Year of Growth in Jefferson County 

 
Another important demographic indicator is the fact that the 
median value of owner-occupied housing has taken a huge 
jump from $37,100 in 1980 to $77,900 in 2000.  This will 
continue to have an impact on affordable housing in the 
community.  During this same time period, median rents rose 
from $157 a month to $396 dollars.   
 
There has been a large increase in the availability of apartment 
type housing in the City as development has stepped up to fill 
this sector of the housing marketplace.  The City has a host of 
new multi-family housing as a result of demand placed on this 
sector of the market. 
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Source:  Community Profiles 2004, Idaho Depart. of Commerce and Labor. 

 

 
GOALS 
1.  Strive to accurately estimate the number of people moving 

into City of Rigby, consider the development that will 
result, and the areas of that development. 

2.  Work with Jefferson County Officials on the development 
and implementation of infill development policies.  
Encourage financial responsibility by encouraging new 
growth within municipal boundaries. 

 
Policy No. 1:  Provide the planning base for an anticipated 
population of at least 4,000 by the year 2010 and 6,500 by the 
year 2020. 
 
Policy No. 2:  To encourage future high-density population to 
locate within the incorporated City and/or area of City impact. 
 
Policy No 3:  Locate future population into areas that support 
infill development. 

 
  


