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PHOTO 5.1: District School, Rigby, Idaho 

 
CHAPTER 5 

SCHOOL FACILITIES AND 
TRANSPORTATION 

 
igby is serviced by Jefferson County School District.  
This District services a large portion of Jefferson 
County and has grown rapidly over the past few years.  

The District has chosen to build new facilities, including an 
elementary school and a new high school, outside of the city 
limits.  There are currently two elementary schools and a Jr. 
High School within its city limits.  Students attending grades 6 
and 7 are bused to the Lewisville area to Midway Middle 
School.   
 

Rigby Schools 
Harwood Elementary School 
 Pre-Kindergarten to 5th Grade :: 522 Students  
 
Jefferson Alternative High School 
 9th Grade to 12th Grade :: 43 Students  
 
Jefferson Elementary School 
 Pre-Kindergarten to 5th Grade :: 673 Students 
    
Rigby Junior High School 
 8th Grade to 9th Grade :: 618 Students  
 
Rigby Senior High School 
 10th Grade to 12th Grade :: 885 Students  

R 
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SCHOOL DISTRICT BUSSING  
The children are served by 60 school district busses over  50  
transportation routes throughout the county.  Although eight 
routes were added this year due to growth and a change in 
scheduling, these routes are not expected to change 
significantly in the future except for the addition of bus routes 
that may be needed as growth occurs.   
 
The district does safety bussing (bussing any child that has to 
cross a barrier caused by a highway or railroad tracks) in the 
Rigby, Lewisville, Menan and Roberts areas.    
 
The proposed loss of state funding for safety bussing may 
hamper the district and the safety of children within one and 
one-half miles from their school who may then be required to 
walk.   
 
The school district extends from 10 miles west of Roberts to 
4500 East, near Ririe.  It extends from the South Jefferson 
County line, north to the Madison County line, about 11 miles.  
It also extends into Madison County around the North Menan 
Butte.   
 
There are about 4,128 students in the district.  Our average 
daily rider count is around 2,300 students.  Due to a State Law 
not allowing us to bus students residing within 1.5 miles of the 
school they attend, many students in Rigby do not ride a bus.   
 
There are some exceptions, special needs students and students 
who reside in a “safety busing zone”, determined by special 

hazards such as railroad crossings, heavily traveled roads, 
water hazards, etc.   
 
Even though the District does not transport many Rigby City 
students, there are many buses passing through the city.  We 
currently have about 51 routes in the district.  The Schoold 
District has about 60 buses and 60 drivers.  Bus traffic through 
the city is significant.   
 
About 40 buses come into and back out of the city each 
morning and on both afternoon routes.  In addition to the 
regular route buses there are Kindergarten buses mid day.   
 
Some of the problems the District is dealing with are the 
multitude of new housing developments throughout the district, 
the price of diesel fuel, finding enough drivers, and coming up 
with enough buses to re-cycle the fleet properly. 
 

 
PHOTO 5.2: Harwood Elementary School Sign 



29 

City of Rigby Comprehensive Plan 

 

 

 

 
FIGURE 5.1  State School District Report 
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POST HIGH SCHOOL  
EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES 
There are no post-secondary facilities in Rigby.  The 
University of Idaho, Idaho State University, and Brigham 
Young University-Provo have extension services in Idaho 
Falls.  Brigham Young University- Idaho is located in 
Rexburg, Idaho; a distance of 12 miles north of Rigby.   
 
 
Eastern Idaho Technical College in Idaho Falls offers 
Technical training and Workforce Development.  Extension 
courses from Idaho State University and the University of 
Idaho are available in Idaho Falls, 20 miles south of Rigby. 
 
 
IMPLEMENTATION 
In order to implement the goals identified in this section it is 
important to identify the available tools.  The most common 
tools are through the regular programs, budgets, and ordinances 
of the City.   
 
Other methods include scheduling of public expenditures to 
provide for the programmed implementation of the various 
components of the plan. 
 

  

 

GOALS AND POLICIES 
 
GOALS 
1.  Encourage the location of schools that support the timely 

and orderly delivery of educational services to meet 
demand and address transportation issues. 

2. To continue to provide an excellent and adequate education 
to all children in Jefferson School District #251.   

 
Policy No. 1: Encourage information on comprehensive 
planning to be coordinated between school district and the City 
of Rigby Planning and Zoning. 
 
Policy No. 2:  Encourage multiple use of school facilities 
according to school district policies. 
  

Implementation 2.1:  The school district should 
cooperate with and help establish multi-use programs 
whereby civic and recreational organizations have 
access to, and use of, the expensive public facilities 
controlled by the school district. 

 
Policy No. 3:  Encourage integration of school sites with land 
use, transportation systems, parks and recreation sites and other 
elements of the plan so that schools can function as 
neighborhood centers of activity in safe, efficient, and 
attractive settings. 
 

Rationale: This policy recognizes that education is an 
important economic factor in the area.  The quality and 
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use of educational facilities available to every group of 
citizens in the community significantly affects the 
quality of life in the City and increases the areas ability 
to attract quality development. 
 
This policy also seeks to encourage development of 
schools within walking distance of residential areas and 
vice versa so that, through development, adequate 
pedestrian and bicycle sidewalks or pathways and 
controlled road crossings will be provided for students 
during school hours. 

 
Policy No. 4:  Encourage school buildings and/or sites that 
avoid site limiting features and other hazards and nuisances 
detrimental to the safety of children and to the general 
operation of schools, for example, areas of floodplains, and 
highways. 
 
Policy No. 5: Support educational institutions through 
assistance in planning for educational facilities.     
 

Implementation 5.1:  Planning and Zoning Commission 
shall monitor new developments for compliance with 
District policies regarding road design, maintenance, 
turning radius, etc., to allow for school bus service.  

 
Policy No. 6:  Maintain on-going coordination between the 
City and local school districts and other educational 
institutions.      
 

Implementation 6.1:   Planning efforts should recognize 
that the school district will most likely have to 
accommodate continued enrollment increases. 

 
Policy No. 7:  Coordinate public and private efforts to provide 
school sites consistent with smart growth planning principle.  
 

Implementation 3:  The City shall cooperate with the 
school district and the county in decisions about 
locations of future school facilities, consistent with 
smart growth principles. 

  
Policy No. 8:  Advocate for safe and accessible schools that are 
compatible with and complementary to their neighborhoods 
and require a minimal need for busing.     

 
Policy No. 9:  Encourage the maintenance and enhancement of 
top-quality and accredited educational institutions to meet the 
needs of City of Rigby’s residents and business community. 
 
     

 
  


