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PHOTO 8.1: Railroad Bridges over the Snake River 

CHAPTER 8 
 

NATURAL RESOURCES 
 

he dramatic increase in population in the past 2 decades 
has created significant development and growth 
pressures within the City, and this trend is likely to 

continue for the foreseeable future.  Under such pressure, 
natural resources can easily be compromised, altered, or lost 
forever.  It is the objective of the City of Rigby to implement 
policies to help protect our unique natural resources so that 
they can be preserved for generations to come. 
 
Jefferson County, the home of the City of Rigby, is in the 
eastern part of Idaho, along the Snake River corridor. It is the 
sixteenth largest county by population and the twenty-eighth by 
area in the state.  Slightly less than one-half of its land is 
federally owned.  
  
Jefferson County is high in acreage of agricultural and range 
land, much of this located within the areas surrounding Rigby.  
According to the Natural Resources Conservation Service 
(formerly the SCS) 66% of lands qualify under this 
classification.   
  
The Rigby area has historically been agricultural land and 
much of it remains so today.  The land is relatively flat, at an 
elevation of 4,860 feet above sea level.  The soils are alkaline 
and vary from deep sand loams to gravel bar outcrops.  These 
soils are best used for irrigated crops, pasture and wildlife.  
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The Idaho Fish and Game Department and the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service provides a list of "Rare Elements" which 
includes sightings of rare birds, animals and plant life by 
county.  Jefferson County does not have any big game wildlife 
habitat that needs to be protected.  
  
Wildlife residing in the area include deer, elk, upland game 
birds and waterfowl.   Areas near Rigby where natural species 
can be observed include the Snake River and in surrounding 
rural areas both in and around Jefferson County.  
  
There are no feasible streams in the Rigby area but Jefferson 
County area has 75 miles of feasible streams, the majority of 
which are in eastern Jefferson County.  Cutthroat trout, 
whitefish, rainbow trout, brown trout, yellow perch, and brown 
bullhead are found in the Snake River.  
  
There are no known valuable mineral resources in the Rigby 
area, however some gravel extraction does take place.  
  
The City of Rigby city limits are not within a designated flood 
plain.  Natural hazards in the area include high subsurface 
water that can cause basement flooding.  
  
Potential man-made hazards in the community come from the 
following sources:  

 
1) Underground storage tanks that have not been 
removed or do not  meet the new federal requirements to 
prevent leakage/contamination into the groundwater  

2) Storage of grains and other agricultural products 
3) Storage and use of chemicals in residential, 
commercial or industrial operations.  
4) Hazardous material transported on trucks or the 
railroad coming through the community.  
5) Chlorine use at the treatment plant  
6) Some use of septic tanks.  

  
The local fire district is trained to respond to hazardous 
material incidents, as part of a district hazmat network.   In 
addition, the City taskes part of the County emergency 
preparedness plan, which addresses responses to both 
hazardous materials incidents and natural disasters.   
 
The main waterway in Jefferson County is the Snake River, 
which passes through the county north of the City.   
  
Besides providing recreational opportunities and watershed 
provisions, the river and its tributaries provide a water source 
Most rivers and creeks in Jefferson County are accessible, with 
either a direct or adjacent road access.  River flow rates 
generally peak in June with low flow rates in August and 
September.  There are numerous other important creeks, 
tributaries, and watersheds, which support developed areas 
throughout Jefferson County.    
  
Watersheds in Jefferson County directly influence downstream 
water use for irrigated farmland within the County and 
neighboring counties.  Watershed protection, stabilization, and 
water quality are high priorities for private, state, and federal 
land managers or owners.  
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GOALS AND POLICIES 

 
NATURAL RESOURCE GOALS 
1.  To encourage the preservation of open space, wildlife, clean 

water and air, native vegetation, for use by future 
generations. 

2. Develop natural resources according to local priorities 
without doing environmental damage. 
3. Conserve wildlife habitat and water resources. 
4. Aquifer Protection 
5. Enhance and Preserve Scenic and River Corridors. 
6. Encourage Water Conservation. 
7. Natural resources and hazardous situations must be carefully  
assessed, considered and utilized in making any development  
decisions in the community.  
 
Policy No. 1:  Preserve open space. 
 
Policy No. 2:  Recognize the importance of the surface water 
and groundwater resources of the City. 
 
Policy No. 3:  Recognize the need to protect and reserve 
existing water rights and encourage the preservation of existing 
water right use. 
 
Policy No. 4: To educate City officials and citizens as to the 
various man-  
made hazards associated with certain types of business and to  
encourage mitigation of such hazards.  

  
Policy No. 5: To remain aware of environmental impacts as 
growth occurs.  
  
Policy No. 6: To discourage development in any area 
determined to be hazardous, such as any subsurface water or 
drainage areas in the community, without requiring mitigation 
of such hazard.  
  
Policy No. 7: Encourage on-site drainage to protect water 
resources and construction designs to allow for natural 
drainage.  
  
Policy No. 8: Encourage the development of a checklist in the 
review of all development proposals that considers the impact 
upon natural resources and encourages their preservation and 
use.  
  
Policy No. 9: Encourage development around natural resources 
in the community, designating such space as open space. 
 
Policy No. 10: Encourage developers to protect critical open 
space areas by "clustering" within developments. 
 
Policy No. 11:  Regulate development to adhere to the Dark 
Sky Ordinance and recognize our dark night skies as a valuable 
resource. 
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Previous Page: Downtown Rigby  

(Terry Kofoed Photo)


